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2005 Tax Bills 
Could Rise 20%
By Ed Hiller
Budget Committee Chairman

The Andover Budget Committee 
has completed its review of the budget 
proposals for 2005 and will present its 
recommendations to the voters at the 
annual meetings to be held this March.

The recommended budgets for all 
of Andover’s departments total about 
$5.1 million. A large fraction (about 
64%) goes to funding Andover schools. 
Lesser amounts go to Town operations, 
the Fire Departments, and the County 
assessment to support Andover’s share 
of County operations.

Andover real estate taxes provide 
67% of the total revenue required. The 
remainder comes from other revenue 
sources including the State and Federal 
governments, local licenses and fees 
(such as automobile registration, timber 
harvest taxes, Current Use land change 
penalties, etc.), and unexpended funds 
from the previous year’s appropriations.
Andover School District Budget

The proposed budget for the Andover 
School District for 2005 is $3,234,093. 
This is $223,338 (7.4%) higher than the 
appropriated amount of $3,010,755 for 
2004. The major components of this in-
crease are as follows.

• Salary increases ($52,379) are a re-
sult of the negotiated agreement with the 

Andover teachers union, as discussed in 
the previous issue of the Beacon.

• Health insurance cost increases 
($64,238) continue to be a challenge 
not just for our school district but in all 
industries and all areas of the country.

• Special Education cost increases 
($67,800) are expected as a result of (1) 
an increase in the estimated number of 
students in Special Education programs 
and (2) the increased cost of providing 
the required services.

• High school tuition cost increases 
($37,920) are a result of (1) an increase in 
the number of high school students from 
73 at present to an estimated 80 for next 
year and (2) an increase in the contracted 
tuition cost per student from the present 
$6,640 to $7,280 for next year.

The School District’s proposed $3.2 

million budget is partially offset by 
estimated revenues of $903,965, in-
cluding an Adequate Education Grant 
from the State of $764,965 (slightly 
more than last year) and Federal funds 
of $104,000. This reduces the amount 
to be collected by real estate taxes for 
2005 to $2,330,128, up over 22% from 
the corresponding 2004 fi gure.

The large increase this year is not 
caused by a jump in expenses, which 
overall are up only 7% over 2004. The 
other 15% of the increase comes from 
the absence of any unexpended surplus 
from the prior year.

At the end of 2003 there was an un-
expended surplus of $272,483. This 
was used in the 2004 budget to reduce 
the net school tax bill for 2004 from 

$5.1 Million - Where It Comes From (left) and Where It Goes (right)
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By Maddy Pfeifer
AE/MS Grade 5

Meredith Cline, a sixth grade stu-
dent at AE/MS, was honored for her 
outstanding commitment to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association and the fi ght 
against diabetes. Meredith received the 
New Hampshire Champions for Diabe-
tes Award on January 20 in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire.

 Meredith raised over $2,000 for the 
2004 Tour de Cure by gathering pledg-
es for the 50-mile bicycle ride, which 
took place last May on the Seacoast. 
Meredith became interested in raising 

funds for diabetes research shortly af-
ter her older sister was diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes.

When asked how she felt upon com-
pleting the Tour de Cure, Meredith said, 
“I felt really good that I was able to help 
my sister and others this way.”

The Tour de Cure is a series of 
cycling events held in over 80 cities 
nationwide. The Tour is a ride, not a 
race, with routes designed for every-
one from the occasional rider to the 
experienced cyclist.

Meredith recommends the ride to 
and around Pleasant Lake as part of a 

training regimen for interested Andover 
riders. She also took advantage of visits 
to New Jersey where she could do lots 
of riding on a fl atter landscape.

Thousands of individual riders and 
teams have participated to support the 
Association’s mission: To prevent and 
cure diabetes and to improve the lives 
of all people affected by diabetes.

Meredith and her sister plan to ride 
in the 2005 Tour de Cure, which takes 
place on May 1, 2005, and are asking 
for donations. They are also looking to 
form a team to ride with them to help 
raise even more money for the cause.

By Irene Jewett
Highland Lake Grange Hall Restora-
tion Committee

The Highland Lake Grange Hall is 
in need of repair. A committee has been 
formed to investigate how it could best 
serve the town.

The Highland Lake Grange Hall is 
the center of a group of three buildings, 
built in the 1800s on a single lot of land 
in the center of East Andover. This pho-
togenic group of buildings – church, 
grange, school – is on the Federal Reg-
ister of Historic Buildings and Places 
and is often seen in photos of typical 
New England villages.

Over the centuries the Grange Hall 
has served as the social center. The 
other buildings met worship and educa-
tional needs of the area.

The original Highland Lake Institute 
section at the front of the building is quite 
sound. It is the 20' by 29' section added 

Meredith Cline receives her award.
 Photo by Lorraine Cline

AE/MS Student Rides For A Cause

Grange Hall Could 
Serve Community 
Once Again

See Hall  on page 3 See Budget  on page 3
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BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Every month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable merchandise and gift certifi cates provided by area busi-
nesses. Become a member, support the Beacon, and join the fun!

This month’s sponsors, prizes, and winners appear below. Thanks to all 
for your support!

Artisan’s Workshop Handcrafted Flying Cow $70 Mary Lou McCrave
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two Karen Brule
Christie’s Indoor Garden Gift Certifi cate $25 Margie Fenton
Curves of New London 1 Month Membership $36 Kathi Yusko
Forest Cone & Evergreen Cuddly Snowman $13 Joel & Tiffany Provost
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf $25 John & Joyce Bourdon
Jake’s Of New London Car Wash $7 Bill & Beth Chamberlin
Jake’s Of New London Car Wash $7 Kathryn Bennett
New London Opticians Gift Certifi cate $15 Antoinette Martin

Winners! Contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
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Letters

The recent Beacon articles on the 
logging of the Newman easement 

point out a weakness in the conser-
vation process without sympathetic 
ownership.

The original sale of the property by 
the Newmans for $250,000 was per-
haps the last best chance for it to have 
been controlled by a sympathetic own-
er. The present owners apparently paid 
some $670,000 for the property and by 
their subsequent actions seemed not to 
be particularly interested in implement-
ing sustainable forestry operations. In 
fact their slash and cut intentions were 
moderated only by Andover’s quick 
action of hiring its own forester to 
oversee the logging operation.

What improvements do these own-
ers feel they have made to the property 
by this less-than-ideal logging opera-
tion to warrant increasing the asking 
price to $700,000? Whether they keep 
the property or sell it, my perhaps naive 
concern is that conservation easements 
apparently have additional “loopholes” 
and that this property will not be al-
lowed to just heal itself without some 
new assault. This does not bode well 
for the future peace of mind and mon-
etary resources of our Conservation 
Committee.

Sensible State tree-harvesting legis-
lation, where are you?

Paul Fopiano

To the customers at the USPS East 
Andover NH 03231,

Before rumors fl y, I would like to 
announce that the Postal Service will 
allow me to retire on March 31, and al-
though I would prefer to just fade away 
(no party, please) I feel it would be rude 
not to say “Good bye” and “Thank you” 
to all of you who have made my 31-year 
career so enjoyable.

I have enjoyed delivering family and 
friendly correspondence, pictures, pres-
ents, and packages. I have been an offi -
cial greeter for the community, a central 
communication center and networker, 
and an occasional source of trivial in-
formation.

You, in turn, have shared your new 
babies with me, remembered me during 
the holidays, returned from vacations 
near and far with tokens of apprecia-
tion, brought me unexpected homemade 
crafts and home-baked goodies, and 
handed me citrus fruit from the pack-
ages that I delivered to you.

“Thank you” seems like too short 
a phrase to encompass all I want to 
convey. It has truly been a pleasure 
serving you.

I also need to publicly thank my co-
workers. Barbara Freeman worked with 
me for many years. Together we juggled 
jobs, families, new babies, and school 
schedules. Mary Barton joined the team 
when Barbara left and has been a great 
asset to this offi ce and the Postal Ser-
vice at large. She is now working at the 
Salisbury Post Offi ce. 

More recently, Irene Nye has done 
a fantastic job, especially this past year 
when my schedule was upset by per-
sonal concerns. Without these hard-
working and conscientious women, my 
job would have been much harder. 

I must include a special word of ap-
preciation to Richard Lamos and his 
family for being a great neighbor and 
helping throughout the years.

On a more technical note, the USPS 
has assured me that this offi ce will not 
close when I retire. The Postal Service 
has many career employees who, be-

cause of down-sizing, mechanization, 
and migration of services, need posi-
tions. The USPS has an obligation to 
fi nd places for these workers and is of-
fering an early retirement to postmas-
ters in small offi ces as a means of open-
ing opportunities for them. 

I know that whoever replaces me 
will be greeted with kindness and 
consideration. There is a very impor-
tant step that each of you can take to 
assist this person and make your own 
lives easier. Take the time between 
now and March to ensure that every 
piece of correspondence received in 
your mail box includes a post offi ce 
box number. A stranger sorting the 
mail will not know where the piece 
belongs without it. 

I will be adding a post offi ce box 
number to my mailing address and 
will be able to empathize with you in 
your efforts. As always, if I can help, 
let me know.

It has been an honor and a pleasure 
to work for the USPS in East Andover. 
I look forward to retirement as a time 
to fi nish my Master’s degree and to use 
the education in some capacity to spread 
my enjoyment of reading and books. 
Travel will be in the future, especially 
during the winter months! Who knows 
what else the future will bring?

Peace,
Susan Baker

This month’s and next month’s issues 
of the Beacon are arguably the most im-
portant issues of the year. We’re coming 
up to Town Meeting season, and it’s time 
for all of us to become well informed 
about all the questions that we’ll face.

In this month’s Beacon we’ve got ex-
tensive coverage of the Town Budget and 
School Budget, which together account 
for over 85% of our annual tax bill. You’ll 
also fi nd on page four a complete run-
down of annual meeting dates and times, 
plus a list of candidates for local offi ce.

Next month in the Beacon we hope 
to bring you the complete 2005 Warrant 
that Town Meeting will vote on. We’re 
also working on “The Rest Of The 
Town Report,” in which many of the 
non-governmental organizations that 
serve Andover will fi ll you in on their 
2004 accomplishments.
A Round Tuit

Needless to say, we couldn’t bring 
you any of this without the support of 
the community. We’re getting great 
support from members, volunteers, and 
advertisers, but we still need more. 

If you fi nd the Beacon a valuable 
addition to our community, please do 
what you can to support us fi nancially. 
There’s a coupon at the bottom of this 
page that you can use. 

Now, I know that many of you 
haven’t sent a check because you just 
haven’t quite gotten around to it. 

Well, now you’ve got one! I hope 
you enjoy the Beacon. Please support 
our efforts by sending a check today.
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 If it’s not in your ad, above, tell the Beacon how to contact you:
________________________________________

Whether it’s a vehicle in your front yard or a closetful of “treasures,” 
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Classified Ads
FURNITURE: King-size bedroom 

set with mattress and two mirrors. $250 
or best offer. Call Blanche at 735-6025.

BOAT: Walden Cuda sit-on-top kay-
ak with rudder. Great for fi shing or explor-
ing. $600 OBO. Call Rob at 735-5454.

APPLIANCE: Amana commer-
cial-quality electric dryer. Seven-cycle 
with auto dry. White. Used less than two 
years. Like new - switched to gas. $250 
or best offer. Call Steve at 735-6426.

COLLECTIBLE: Over 800 re-
cord albums from the ’60s, ’70s, and 
’80s, from Aerosmith to Zevon, plus 
some jazz, some comedy. $500 or best 
offer. Call Rob at 735-5454.

FOR RENT: Offi ce space available 
in former R.P. Johnson offi ce building in 
Cilleyville. Up to 4,000 sq. ft., but smaller 
units possible. Can renovate to meet 
needs. Price negotiable, depending on 
size and usage. Call Dick at 526-4990.

AUTO: Truck bed liner, fi ts S-10, may-
be others? $40. Call Rob at 735-5454.

$2,177,454 to $1,904,971.
In contrast, it is presently estimated 

that by the end of 2004 (the current 
school year) there will be no unexpend-
ed surplus available to reduce taxes for 
2005. Without any unexpended surplus 
to reduce the school portion of our tax 
bill this year, we see a 22% increase over 
the school portion of the 2004 tax bill.

The estimated net amount to be 
raised by real estate taxes to fund the 
schools -- $2,330,128 -- is about 68% 
of the total tax bill. The resulting 2005 
school tax rate is estimated to be $9.31 

per $1,000 of assessed property value, 
an increase of 22.5% over last year’s 
rate of $7.60. For a “typical” Andover 
property assessed at $100,000, $931 of 
the property’s tax bill will go toward 
funding our schools.
Andover Town Budget

The proposed 2005 Andover Town 
budget is $1,547,138, an increase of 
$371,387 over the appropriated 2004 
budget of $1,175,751.

Much of this increase is for the re-
construction of the Dyer’s Crossing 

Road bridge and for police service for 
the Route 11 reconstruction.

The State will reimburse the Town 
for 80% of the bridge costs and for 
100% of the Route 11 police expenses. 
Withdrawals from capital reserve ac-
counts will offset other expenses that 
we have planned for. Taking these re-
imbursements and offsets into account, 
the net estimated 2005 Town budget be-
comes $1,136,509, down about $39,000, 
or 3%, from the 2004 fi gure.

It will be diffi cult to predict the 
amount of revenues received through-
out 2005 that will offset the amount of 
real estate taxes to be collected by the 
end of the year. But by adding in some 
of the unexpended funds from 2004, if 

necessary, the Budget Committee ex-
pects that the Town tax rate for 2005 
can be held approximately the same as 
last year at $1.44 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value, or $144 for a “typical” 
$100,000 property.
Andover Fire Department

The Andover Fire Department 
serves the portion of Andover west of 
Mountain Brook. Their proposed 2005 
budget is $66,096. An extension to the 
rear of the Fire Department building 
will be fi nanced by a fi ve-year bank 
loan for $75,000.

Anticipated revenues will result in a 
net amount to be raised through taxes of 
$60,996, and an estimated tax rate for 
properties west of Mountain Brook of 
$0.59, or $59 for a “typical” property. 
This is the same as it was for 2004.
East Andover Fire Department

The East Andover Fire Department 
serves the portion of Andover east of 
Mountain Brook. Their proposed 2005 
budget is $50,600. Anticipated revenues 
of $2,035 result in a net amount to taxes 
of $48,294 and an estimated tax rate for 
properties east of Mountain Brook of 
$0.33, or $33 for a “typical” property. 
This is the same as it was for 2004.

Proposed 2005 Tax Rates And Tax Bill On $100,000 Property
Dept. Net To 

Taxes
Tax Rate “Typical” Tax Bill

Andover E. Andover Andover E. Andover
School $2,330,128 $9.31 $931
Town $362,335 $1.44 $144
Fire $109,290 $0.59 $0.33 $59 $33
County $615,000 $2.43 $243
TOTAL $3,416,753 $13.77 $13.51 $1,377 $1,351

Proposed $3.2M School Budget

General
Education

58%

Special 
Education

17%

Library
1%

Admin.
9%

Building
6%

Transportation
6% Food Service

3%

Proposed $1.1M Town Budget

Highways
42%

Town Offi ce
26%

Transfer 
Station

14%
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10%
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Reconstruction

2%

Health & 
Recreation

6%

Proposed $1,364 Tax Bill 
On A $100,000 Property

School
$931

Town
$144

Fire Dept (avg)
$46

County
$243

at the rear of the building by the Union 
Hall Associates that is in disrepair. This 
section provided a stage, a kitchen, and a 
dry toilet in support of the many suppers, 
dances, club activities, and community 
players and musicians.

The Highland Lake Grange Res-
toration Committee would like your 
thoughts and support in restoring 
this building for wider service to the 
Andover community. Please consider 
each of the following questions:

• How best can the building serve the 
Andover community?

• What activities would you like to see 
taking place in a renovated building?

• What are the requirements to ac-
commodate these activities?

• How would you support the resto-
ration? - Assist in construction - Donate 
materials - Conduct or assist in fund 
raising - Feed or refresh volunteers - 
Donate funds

Your input is essential. Send your 
comments to me at the address below, 
or call me at 735-5271. All contributions 
are greatly appreciated and fully tax de-
ductible.

Send your comments and/or con-
tributions to Highland Lake Grange 
Hall Restoration Committee, c/o Irene 
Jewett, Chairperson, PO Box 211, East 
Andover NH 03231.

Hall  from page 1

Budget  from page 1 County Assessment
It is unknown at this time what the 

Merrimack County assessment for 
Andover for 2005 will be. However, as 
the article by our State Representative 
James Danforth in the last issue of the 
Beacon indicated, an increase similar to 
the one we received in 2004 should be 
expected.

The assessment went from $328,523 
in 2003 to $475,398 in 2004, an in-
crease of $144,657, or 44%. An equal 
dollar increase in 2005 would bring the 
estimated assessment to $615,000. The 
estimated tax rate for the County as-
sessment would then be $2.43, or $243 
for a “typical” property, compared to 
$1.87 in 2004.

Combined Andover Tax Rate
Combining the budgets for the vari-

ous departments in Andover results in 
the estimates for 2005 tax rates and tax 
bills shown in the table on the left.

The tax rates for last year were $11.50 
and $11.24 respectively. So for a “typi-
cal” property assessed at $100,000 the 
tax bill for 2005 is estimated to be about 
$230 higher than last year, an increase 
of about 20%.

By James W. Danforth
State Representative

Our man in Concord, State Repre-
sentative Jim Danforth, sends this report 
on what’s happening in the legislature.

Charter Schools
The House has two bills dealing with 

charter schools. House Bill (HB) 103 is 
before the Finance Committee and seeks 
to appropriate one million dollars for the 
support of charter schools. This would be 
direct State funding of charter schools.

The second bill, HB 76, is before the 
Education Committee and is proposing 
rewording RSA 194-B:11. Currently, state 
law reads “The pupil’s resident school dis-
trict or the Department of Education shall 
pay tuition in cash.” If passed, the section 
“or the Department of Education” would 

be removed. This would place 100% of 
the cost of attending a charter school on 
local school districts.
State Flag

HB 123 would change the state fl ag 
by adding the words “Live Free or Die.”
Hate Crimes Repeal

HB 136 is seeking to repeal in-
creased penalties for crimes substan-
tially motivated by hostility toward the 
victim’s religion, race, creed, sexual 
orientation, national origin, or sex. This 
hate crimes statute is seldom used. 

Bills Before The 2005 New Hampshire Legislature

See Bills  on page 15
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Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call

735-5444

LakeFarm.com
AndoverArea.com

By David Hewitt
Andover School Board

The fi ve members of the Andover 
School Board have been diligently work-
ing since October of last year to formu-
late a budget to submit to the voters at the 
annual School District Meeting.

Historically, the School Board has at-
tempted to keep budget increases within 
a 1% to 2% increase over the previous 
year’s appropriation. Often unanticipat-
ed expenses do occur, such as the ne-
cessity to replace the school boiler last 
year. Additionally, there are occasional 
budgets where we are required to spend 
additional monies to insure that Ando-
ver’s youngsters are provided with the 
best education possible.

The School District works carefully 
to insure that funds are spent wisely. In 
fact, in fi scal year 2003-2004 the School 
District returned $272,483 in surplus 
funds to the Town.

The Andover School District is very 
fortunate to provide an excellent curric-
ulum for our students. An outstanding 
and highly professional staff presents 
this curriculum.

In order to comply with the Feder-
al mandates contained in the recently 
enacted No Child Left Behind Act, 
the School District is required to both 
maintain our curriculum and employ 
highly-qualifi ed, certifi ed educators. To 
fail to do so could result in Andover’s 
loss of some or all of the many tens of 

thousands of dollars of Federal educa-
tion funds we currently receive.

As was reported in last month’s issue 
of the Beacon, this year’s total school 
budget proposal refl ects a 7.4% increase 
over last year’s school budget. As you 
will see, virtually all of these increases 
are the result of costs that are unavoid-
able. A description of the increases and 
their impact on the total budget follows:

• Employee benefi ts rose 2.47 % due 
to rising insurance costs.

• Special education rose 2.25% due 
to increased tuition and transporta-
tion costs for special educational 
programs.

• Teacher salaries rose 1.74% based 
on the three-year contract we re-
cently negotiated.

• Bus transportation rose 0.20% in 
the fi rst year of a new fi ve-year 
contract.

• High school tuition rose 1.26%. 
This was the planned increase in 
the second year of our fi ve-year 
contract with Merrimack Valley 
High School.

The above fi ve areas alone refl ect a to-
tal increase to the budget of 7.92%. The 
School Board was very concerned about 
this large an increase. In an effort to keep 
the budget increase as low as possible, the 
School Board looked for areas in which it 
could decrease or eliminate costs.

The School Board made the diffi cult 
decision to abolish both the French lan-

guage program and Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) training during the 
next year. It was also forced to deny the 
following staff and administration re-
quests:

• No upgrade of the Computer Lab.
• No replacement gym mats.
• No additional fence repairs.
• No funding for a part time custodian.
• No upgrading the art teacher from 

three days a week to full-time.
• No upgrading the guidance coun-

selor from three days a week to 
full-time.

• No funding for any of the items 
on the school's infrastructure wish 
list, including things like a walk-
in refrigerator and freezer to save 

School Board Faces Tough Budget Choices
money on food purchases; window 
shades for classrooms; door locks 
to meet current school standards; 
and upgrades to the gym fl oor.

These are just some of the many dif-
fi cult decisions that the School Board has 
made in our attempt to remain fi scally 
responsible while at the same time insur-
ing that all of our 383 students in kinder-
garten through high school receive the 
best educational opportunities possible.

The School Board strongly encourag-
es every voter to attend and participate in 
the upcoming School District Meeting. 
Remember, in an attempt to improve at-
tendance, the meeting has been changed 
to Monday, March 7 at 7 PM at the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Town Meeting season is upon us. 
Here are the dates you need to keep in 
mind in order to participate in the impor-
tant decisions facing our town this year.

Saturday, February 26 – The 
2004 Town Report will be distrib-
uted by the Andover One Wheelers 
at the East Andover Post Offi ce and 
at Lake Sunapee Bank. If you don’t 
pick up your copy on Saturday, it will 
be mailed to you. The Town Report is 
distributed automatically to resident 
Andover property owners, and to oth-
ers upon request.

Monday, March 7 – Andover 
School District Meeting, AE/MS 
Gym, 7 PM. The custom in years past 
would have put this meeting on Sat-
urday, March 5, but in response to a 
request made at last year’s meeting, 
the School Board is trying a weekday 
evening in an attempt to have better 
attendance.

Monday, March 7 – Andover Vil-
lage District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Town Hall, 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 8 – Voting for:
• Selectman (1 seat) 

Andy Guptill, Bob Ward
• Budget Committee (2 seats) 

Bill Bardsley, Ed Hiller

• Library Trustee
Marilyn Gould

• Trustee of Trust Funds
Mary Lou McCrave

• Cemetery Trustee
• School Board

Vicky Mishcon
• School District Moderator
• School District Clerk

Christie Coll
• School District Treasurer

Ann Clark
Voting takes place at the Andover 

Elementary/Middle School Gym from 
11:30 AM to 7:30 PM.

Tuesday, March 8 – Andover Town 
Meeting, Andover Elementary/Middle 
School Gym, 7:30 PM.

Tuesday, March 15 – East Andover 
Fire Precinct Annual Meeting, East 
Andover Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

Wednesday, March 16 – Andover 
Fire District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Fire Station, 7:30 PM.

TOWN MEETING SEASON

Town Matters
The Beacon needs volunteers to 
help gathering town news. If you 

can help, call Charlie at 735-6099
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4. Protecting our undeveloped, open lands: How should we do it?

6. Town forest acquisition: How should we pay for it?

5. Town forests: How should we use them?

Each graph should be read as not  (-) to very (+) from left to right; ? is uncertain. Not all questions were answered The original survey 
ranked categories from 1 (not important or not acceptable) to 5 (very important or very acceptable); average ranking here does not
include the uncertain category. Quotes are from you; all are included.

The Master Plan Committee intends 
to circulate a survey later in the year 
that will be far more extensive. Please 
support them in this endeavor, come 
to the open meetings of the various 
boards with your opinions, and even 
volunteer to serve as a member.

“I am grateful you are thinking ahead 
to Andover’s future. I would like 
Andover to keep it’s rural nature. I 
hear talk of ‘if only we had the tax 
base of...’, but all these places like 
Concord pay higher taxes and the 
quality of its natural setting is 
diminished. I would like to have 
Andover take advantage of Mother 
Nature’s beauty and wisdom now and 
for future generations. I would like 
this mindedness to attract the 
like-minded in the future for I believe 
this will make for a truly wholesome 
life and lifestyle.”

“As a former New Jersey resident, I 
saw how, over 30 years, forests and 
farms were destroyed and/or sold for 
development, causing higher taxes, 
crowded schools, higher traffic, and 
pollution. Don’t let this happen here.”

“Boston    , 
New Hampshire ☺”

..

“Voluntary conservation 
is not enough. Money
speaks louder than 
anything else.”

“Thank you for taking the 
interest and making the 
time to do this.”

“I am very concerned about the rate 
of growth in Andover and question if 
it is following our current Master 
Plan. For Andover to be desirable, 
livable and wealthy for generations to 
come, we must protect our natural 
open lands.”

“No to rail trail. Trash, animals loose 
on private land, noise, destruction of 
private property, crimes.”

Income from logging— “This would 
be acceptable if part of the forest  
would support the acquisition of the 
other or its maintenance.”

“Do some informational 
sessions so people 
understand what it means 
to donate an easement. 
Most don’t know the tax 
benefit and how flexible 
easements can be.”

Snowmobiles and 
ATV machines —
“Keep them on the 
trails already 
established.”

Bond issue—
“Hell no!”

“No new taxes!”

“Questions are skewed 
towards a ‘government is
the best answer’ format!”

Rural character—
“Bias inherent in 
how question is 
phrased.”

“Management requires occasional 
logging!”

“Stop dreaming about town forest, 
you’re going overboard, get a good 
night’s sleep and you won’t dream so 
much.”

Working farms—
“Not many left! 
2 farms?”

New idea—
“Taken for non- 
payment of taxes.”

“Define ‘open.’”1. Andover's undeveloped, open lands: How important are they?
Working farmlands–
  Average 4.79
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2. Rural character: how important are 
      undeveloped, open lands?–
           Average 4.70

3. Protecting our undeveloped, open 
      lands: how important is it?–
           Average 4.67

The Conservation Commission 
thanks you for the enthusiastic response 
to the green Conservation Survey insert 
in the December issue of the Beacon. 
Almost 150 surveys were returned. To 
put this in perspective, Andover has 
1,457 registered voters and about 1,000 
households, of which about 10 percent 
are seasonal.

The Commission had several reasons 
for distributing the survey. 

• We wanted to hear directly from 
you, the Andover residents, about what 

directions we should pursue. Our board, 
like others in town, is small but making 
important decisions that affect the town.

• The revised Master Plan will          
have a conservation component with 
input from the Commission and will 
contain recommendations for conser-
vation programs to protect our town’s 
undeveloped open lands. 

• The town boards need to know how 
townspeople feel about acquiring or 
preserving undeveloped land and how 
to accommodate funding requests. 

• In acquiring conservation ease-
ments or additional town land, the 
Commission needs to know how towns-
people would like to use the land and 
what restrictions they might favor.

You may reach your own conclusions 
from the results of the survey graphed 
here, but several seem to stand out.  

• Andover residents value undevel-
oped land, or open space, as an important 
part of our town’s rural character and 
worthy of protection from development.

• You favor a combined approach 

for protection through voluntary 
conservation, master planning, zoning 
regulations, and town forests.

• If land cannot be acquired through 
voluntary donations or easements, you 
prefer to pay for land through private 
donations and grants.

• You favor non-motorized recre-
ational vehicular usage on conserved 
lands.

We hope you will find the results 
interesting and will enjoy comparing 
your views with those of your neighbors.

Abandoned fields–
  Average 4.39
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Forests–
  Average 4.77 
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Wetlands–
  Average 4.58

1 3
16 17

111

1
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

N
u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 
re

sp
o
n
se

s

140

-Importance+ ?

Scenic roadsides–
  Average 4.27
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Hilltops and ridgelines–
  Average 4.39
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Pond and lake shorelines–
  Average 4.73
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Stream banks–
  Average 4.74
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Blackwater River banks–
  Average 4.68
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Master Plan (open space)–
  Average 4.19
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Voluntary conservation–
  Average 4.39
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Zoning regulations–
  Average 4.05
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Town forest acquisition–
  Average 4-08

12 6
19 21

78

8
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

N
u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 
re

sp
o
n
se

s

140

-Acceptance+ ?

Firewood for residents–
  Average 3.05
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Income from logging–
  Average 3.35
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Hunting–
  Average 3.64
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Hiking–
  Average 4.74
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Snowmobiling–
  Average 3.04
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0

Snowshoeing/X-C skiing–
  Average 4.75
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ATV trail riding–
  Average 2.00
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Bond issue–
  Average 3.23
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Annual budget–
  Average 2.84
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State or Federal grants–
  Average 4.79
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Privately donated funds–
  Average 4.80
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Timber yield tax–
  Average 3.54
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Results Of Conservation Commission Survey
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The Newly Renovated

NEW LONDON INN
Capturing the Spirit of Yesterday 

with the Luxuries of Today

The New London Inn • 353 Main Street 
PO Box 8 • New London NH 03257

800 526-2791 • 603 526-2791 • 603 526-2749 fax
newlondoninn@excite.com • www.newlondoninn.net

The New London Inn invites you 
to enjoy our relaxed atmosphere 
and fine amenities, including...

• Full Breakfast Included

• Fine Dining

• Banquet Facilities

• Memory-Foam Bed Toppers

• 100% Egyptian Cotton Sheets

• 100% Egyptian Cotton Towels

• Our Own Soap, Shampoo, & 
Bath Salts

• Cable Television

• VCR and DVD Players In 
Rooms

• Wi-Fi and Data Ports

By Myra Mayman
Friends Of The Northern Rail Trail

The Directors of the Friends of the 
Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack Coun-
ty (FNRT-MC) met on Tuesday, January 
5, at the Blackwater Ski and Sport Shop.

This group has been formed to turn 
the old Northern Line rail bed from 
Grafton to Boscawen into an unpaved 
path for bicyclers, walkers, joggers, 
horseback riders, and people in wheel-
chairs. It will ultimately connect to the 
current Northern Line Rail Trail that 
runs from Lebanon to Grafton.

Alex Bernhard reported that the 
New Hampshire Secretary of State 
has now recognized the FNRT-MC as 
an offi cial organization, its Articles of 
Agreement having been fi led and ac-
cepted. Subsequently, Alex, Bob Ward, 
and Myra Mayman established a bank 
account and a mailing address: PO Box 
154, Andover 03216.

Much of the meeting’s discussion 
was about the grant application that 
Tom Frantz is preparing to send to New 
Hampshire’s Department of Resources 
and Economic Development.

We have received a letter of support 
for the project from Howard George 
on behalf of the Andover Recreation 
Committee, and are seeking letters of 
support from the Andover, Danbury, 
and Wilmot Selectmen as well as other 
groups in these communities.

The groups to be contacted are those 
concerned with the health of all age 
groups, with the health of the towns, 
and with transportation, recreation, 
business, and tourism. The national 
program “Safe Routes To School” will 
also be contacted.

Subsequent to the meeting Bob 
Ward, Alex Bernhard, and Myra 
Mayman went cross-country skiing on 
the rail bed between Short Road (where 
Route 4 crosses the Northern Line) and 
the Potter Place railroad station.

They noted the beauty of the wetland 

areas and Blackwater River meanders 
along the trail, as well as its key features: 
Blackwater Park, the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School, Lawrence Street, 
Proctor Academy’s ski trails, the Keniston 
covered bridge and Covered Bridge Road, 
and the Potter Place Railway Station.

It confi rmed their conviction that this 
is the best trail segment with which to 
start. It is highly visible and accessible to 
the general population, and it will connect 
important places and routes in town.

The plan is to push the two-inch bal-
last stones to the sides of the trail and, 
where necessary, cover the surface with 
“hard pack.”

Bob Ward met with the Andover 
Snowmobile Club on Monday, January 
10, and received their unanimous vote 
of support. He then got to work to deter-
mine the exact length of the fi rst piece of 
trail, using very detailed DOT maps, on 
which one inch equals 200 feet. He reck-
ons that it is 2.5 miles long. It is a start.

Any comments, questions, or ex-
pressions of interest should be sent to: 
P.O. Box 154, Andover 03216, or to any 
of the Directors - Bob Ward, President; 
Alex Bernhard, Vice President; Ed 
Dansereau, Treasurer; Myra Mayman, 
Secretary; Tom Frantz, Director; and 
Phyllis Taylor, Director.

Police Blotter

Rail Trail Group 
Eyes First Section

Myra Mayman and Alex Bernhard 
try out the rail bed through Andover.
 Photo by Bob Ward

By Glenn Laramie
Andover Chief Of Police

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 94 calls between December 15 
and January 15. Here is a partial list.

Covered theft complaints on 
Cilleyville Road and Chase Hill Road

Investigated assault on Switch Road
Covered accidents on Main Street, 

Highland Lake, and Flaghole Road
Investigated burglaries on O’Neil 

Drive and Flaghole Road
Covered a criminal mischief com-

plaint on Main Street
Investigated criminal trespass com-

plaints on Chase Hill Rd and O’Neil Dr
Arrests

Jeffrey Mitchell, Jr. of Andover, age 

18, negligent driving and reckless driving
Gary Fredette of Andover, age 22, 

motor vehicle violation
Charles Blanchard of Andover, age 

34, cruelty to animals
Crime Of The Month

The Department is investigating two 
separate burglaries on Flaghole Road 
and on O’Neil Drive. A quantity of fi re-
arms was taken from the residences. If 
anyone has information, please contact 
the Department at 735-5777. All infor-
mation is strictly confi dential.

A friendly reminder: All homes 
should be locked and all fi rearms se-
cured properly. Please record serial 
numbers of your weapons and if pos-
sible take photographs of them.
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The Newly Renovated

NEW LONDON INN
Capturing the Spirit of Yesterday 

with the Luxuries of Today

The New London Inn • 353 Main Street 
PO Box 8 • New London NH 03257

800 526-2791 • 603 526-2791 • 603 526-2749 fax
newlondoninn@excite.com • www.newlondoninn.net

Fine dining at the New London Inn begins 
February 14. Sample menu items include...

Appetizers
Citrus Crab Napoleon

Jonah Crab, Carrot & Pineapple Coulis

Essence of Lobster
Smooth Lobster Bisque, Shiitake Mushrooms & Bacon

Entrees
Grilled New York Sirloin

Horseradish Potato Puree, Garlic Broccoli Rabe, Roasted Shallots

Pan Seared Pork Tenderloin
Maple & Red-Wine Braised Cabbage, Cheddar Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Whole Grain Mustard Sauce

Crispy Roast Cod
Tomato Chutney, Roasted Fingerling Potatoes, 
Winter Ratatouille, Aged Balsamic Reduction

Seared Sea Scallops
Pancetta, Arugula, Butternut Gnocchi, 

Lobster & Saffron Broth

Desserts
Maple Creme Brulee

Hazelnut Tuile Cookie

Lemongrass & Ginger Pots de Creme
Light Custard, Fresh Berries

Dining nightly from 5 PM to 9 PM. Closed Mondays.

By Doug Boisvert
Chairperson, Andover School Board

Welcome to the fi rst-ever column 
from the Andover School Board. Our 
goal is to help inform the community 
of school and Board happenings. We 
know that most of the parents and their 
immediate families have daily access to 
the latest and greatest news, but what 
about the rest of the community? Well, 
here we go!

The fi rst meeting of 2005 was on 
January 4. It was a relatively short 
meeting, but it contained some good 
agenda items. We approved the school 
calendar for 2005-2006. Depending 
upon how Mother Nature works for the 
next school year, the last day of school 
is scheduled to be June 13, 2006.

We decided to have a representative 
of the Merrimack Valley School Board 
attend the February meeting to discuss 
the bond that incorporates Merrimack 
Valley High School, where our children 
attend. A few of the more interesting 
items of the bond is the building of a 
wood-chip-fi red heat generating facil-
ity, as well as adding classroom space, 
replacing windows, and giving the 
building exterior a whole new look.

By the time you read this, we will 
have presented our school budget at the 
Budget Committee’s public hearing. We 

have a new warrant article this year hav-
ing to do with the teachers’ contract. 

As most of you know, the Andover 
teachers have unionized, creating the 
Andover Education Association. This 
brings a new style of negotiation for 
teacher contracts. We, the Andover 
School Board, are proud to announce 
our fi rst-ever negotiated contract with 
our new teachers’ union. 

I think some of the members were a 
little apprehensive at fi rst, but after re-
ceiving the Interest Based Bargaining 
training we were off and running. Kudos 
to all the people involved in this contract.

This brings us to the warrant article. 
By law, the community must approve 
the negotiated amount for the term of the 
contract (three years for this contract) in 
a separate warrant article. In the past, 
teachers’ salaries were included in the 
main body of the budget.

As always, we encourage the public 
to attend School Board meetings. We 
meet the fi rst Tuesday of every month at 
6:30 PM. Pencil this date on your calen-
dars. Attend a meeting or two and fi nd 
out what is going on within the Board 
and at AE/MS.

Important note: The School District 
Meeting is on Monday, March 7 at 7 
PM, not on Saturday, March 5, as has 
been the custom.

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

Hopefully you will never need to call 
911 for the fi re department to come to 
your home. You purchase fi re insurance 
and pay taxes to maintain a fi re depart-
ment in case you do. But even though we 
hope the big red trucks are never needed, 
you have prepared for such an event.

Let’s think about one more important 
planning step. Say a fi re offi cer arrives 
at your home and fi nds fi re showing in 
two or more rooms. First he will look 
for the home owner and ask if everyone 
is outside and accounted for.

If everyone is OK then he will look at 
his hazards, plan the placement of attack 
trucks, ladder trucks, a water supply lo-
cation, and set up his incident command. 
In other words, a very active plan and 
operation will be set up quickly with the 

overall goal of saving your home.
What if the fi re offi cer arrives at your 

home and he can’t fi nd you, or not ev-
eryone is accounted for? The fi re plan is 
now going down a very different path. 
The goal is now to save people. The of-
fi cer will set up a safe operation for his 
crew and then focus all the attention on 
rescue, not on saving property.

To be sure the fi re offi cer can con-
centrate on saving your home, use the 
planning step my daughters call “the 
meeting tree.” With your family, plan a 
way out of each room in your home. Try 
to fi nd more than one way out of every 
room. Talk about the plan and fi gure out 
what to do if the normal ways of getting 
out of your home are blocked. 

Practice the plan and make a game out 
of it with your children. Young people do 
very well at remembering what you have 
taught them about their safety. 

Once outside, each member of the 
family must go to the same location: the 
“meeting tree.” Plan a safe location, and 
instruct each family member to stay at 
that meeting place. 

Your fi re department has the protec-
tive clothing and equipment necessary 
to deal with the fi re. You do not. Please 
stay outside and give us the good news 
that you are all safe.

With an early warning from your 
smoke detectors and by getting out-
side quickly, your “meeting tree” 
will be the location of your best fam-
ily reunion ever.

East Andover Fire Department

School Board News

S u b s c r i b e !
For a minimum donation of $25 you 
can have the Beacon mailed any-

where, even to a seasonal address.

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget.
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MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM to 8 PM
Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM
Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

By Chuck Ellis
Deputy Chief, Andover Fire Dept.

As most of you can see, we have been 
making improvements to the Andover 
Fire Department’s building. 

The fi rst thing we did was put in 
larger doors. We went from two ten-
foot doors and one twelve-foot door to 
all three doors being twelve feet wide. 
We gained one foot in height. This 
gives us more room for the fi re trucks 
to go in and out. 

After the doors were installed we 
had vinyl siding put up on the front of 
the building.

Next we had the building’s electrical 
system updated, which brought us up to 
code. After that, we put sheetrock on the 
ceiling. In order to raise the door height 
we needed to take down the old suspend-

Andover Fire Department
ed ceiling and replace it with sheetrock.

A lot of the labor was done by the 
members of the department. We tore 
down the front of the building and re-
built it to accept the new doors. We also 
strapped the ceiling for sheetrocking, 
and once it was installed we painted it.

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Andover Fire Depart-
ment, come on in. We have meetings 
every Monday night at 7 PM. The fi rst 
Monday of the month is the business 
meeting, the second Monday is the 
offi cers’ meeting, the third Monday 
is for training, and the fourth is for 
truck and equipment check. 

Remember, check your fi re alarm 
and carbon monoxide detectors, and if 
you don’t have them you might want 
to get them.

Board Of Selectmen
January 3

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Roger Godwin, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson

Road Agent John Thompson report-
ed that the two new plows have been 
delivered and that one has been hooked 
up to the grader. 

The Board decided not to enter into 
an agreement with a local business to 
sell that business winter sand, as there 
would be no way to limit similar re-
quests or to account for the materials. 

The Board reviewed revised construc-
tion cost estimates for the Dyers Crossing 
Road Bridge project, noting an increase due 
to addition of the timber rail provision.

Jeff Newcomb met with the Board to 
discuss an abatement application. The 
Board asked Stetson to further investi-
gate whether the lot has road frontage. 

A scheduling hearing has been set for 
January 10 regarding the Superior Court 
action against Lenny Caron. The Town 
Attorney has suggested the Board might 
not object if Caron were to fi le a continu-
ance pending the outcome of a ZBA ap-
peal that Caron has submitted. The Board 
agreed to the Attorney’s suggestion. 

The Board asked Stetson to solicit a 
statement in writing from the Society 
for the Protection of New Hampshire 
Forests endorsing Armand Boisvert’s 
request that the Town abandon its right 
of way interest in the Class VI portion 
of Sam Hill Road.

Stetson reported that the percentage 
of property taxes collected through De-
cember 31 for the 2004 billing was the 
highest in many years.

The Board then met with Police Chief 
Glenn Laramie who reported that the num-
ber of calls for service was up considerably 
for the previous 30-day period.  He also re-
ported that the light bar on the old cruiser 
has malfunctioned on several recent oc-
casions. Laramie told the Board that Hill-
sboro Ford has received the State bid for 
police-equipped Crown Victorias for 2005. 
Stetson committed to contacting the deal-
ership to solicit pricing information. 

Laramie informed the Board that 
a new law now on the books in New 
Hampshire requires operators of mo-
torized scooters to have a license to op-

erate them off of their or their parents’ 
property. Another new law gives law 
enforcement offi cers the ability to ticket 
those who operate those vehicles within 
the public road right of way, which in-
cludes sidewalks. 

The Board then met with Ray and 
Joan Osteen to discuss the recent cease 
and desist order that the Board had is-
sued regarding where the Osteens park 
U-Haul vehicles and the lack of a per-
mit for signs on their property. Joan 
Osteen told the Board that they intend 
to comply, that the vehicles are all now 
parked in the rear, the fence is now in 
place, and that they will complete the 
necessary sign permit application. God-
win thanked her for her willingness to 
cooperate. 
January 17

Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectmen Roger Godwin and Andy Gup-
till, Town Administrator Mark Stetson

Five bids were received for the sale 
of the Town-owned property on Chase 
Hill Road. The Board accepted Gail 
Henry’s bid of $95,000. Other bids of 
$91,000, $73,525, $65,000, and $11,000 
were also received.

Road Agent Thompson reported that 
heavy rains coupled with several fro-
zen culverts and drainage ditches have 
caused problems on Shaw Hill and 
Raccoon Hill Roads. The Board asked 
Thompson to prepare a plan to mitigate 
those problems. Thompson informed 
the Board that a local contractor has 
performed temporary repairs to an area 
adjacent to Pinewood Lane to allow wa-
ter to exit the roadway. 

Thompson asked the Board to con-
sider compensation for the use of his 
father’s garage. Repairs to the Town’s 
grader and other equipment are regular-
ly performed in the garage. The Board 
told Thompson that, because this would 
set a signifi cant precedent, it would only 
consider such a request if it were a de-
tailed written proposal. 

Jeff Newcomb again met with the 
Board and further discussed the status 
of an abatement application that he had 
fi led. The Board determined that the lot 
in question does not have road frontage, 
but asked Stetson to further investigate 
Avitar’s methodology for valuing the lot.

The Board then met with Joe and 

Dawn Vosburgh to discuss their inter-
est in purchasing from the Town a small 
parcel of land located adjacent to theirs 
on Depot Street. The Board agreed to 
support a warrant article asking for au-
thorization to take this action with the 
following conditions: that the parcel be 
merged with the Vosburgh’s existing 
lot and that the Vosburghs submit their 
offer of $2,000 in writing. This is the 
amount that the Vosburgh’s assessment 
will increase once the merger has been 
completed. 

The Board reviewed the sign permit 
application submitted by Ray and Joan 
Osteen for the U-Haul business that 
they are operating on their property and 
decided that, before any decision could 
be made, the Board needs a site plan lo-
cating all of the existing and proposed 
signs on the property. 

The Board then met with State Repre-
sentative Jim Danforth to discuss current 
legislative activities that might be of inter-
est to the town. He informed the Board 
that he has been appointed to the High-
way Committee. There was a lengthy dis-
cussion regarding the current proposed 
County budget with Danforth comment-
ing that as it stands now, the town can ex-
pect a similar increase in the County tax 
rate in 2005 that it saw in 2004. 

There was also a lengthy discus-
sion regarding the current State budget 
shortfall and the school funding prob-
lem. Danforth alerted the Board to sev-
eral new bills that have been introduced 
this session that may have impacts to 
the town. The Board thanked Danforth 
for his enthusiasm.

The Board then met with Hastings 
Rigollet who asked if a driveway per-
mit had been issued for a new driveway 
on Beech Hill Road in its current loca-
tion. Road Agent Thompson confi rmed 
that the driveway was constructed in 
the location agreed upon by himself 
and the owner of the property. Thomp-
son had selected the location over one 
previously identifi ed by the landowner 
because it has better visibility looking 
south. The Board indicated it supported 
Thompson’s decision. 

Rigollet then questioned the plow-
ing during a recent storm. Thompson 
said that during a snowstorm that turns 
to freezing rain, he leaves a small accu-
mulation of snow on the fl at roads and 
prioritizes plowing and sanding efforts 
primarily on the inclines. That accumu-
lation of snow holds the rain and is easier 
to plow off when the precipitation stops.

Guptill suggested the Board consider 
adopting an ordinance prohibiting snow 
being plowed or blown onto Town roads 
from driveways or private roads.

The Board decided to insert a war-
rant article asking the voters to autho-
rize a change in compensation for the 
Town Clerk and Tax Collector position 
from the current salary- and fee-based 
system to strictly an hourly rate. If ap-
proved, the change would not take ef-
fect until the next election for that posi-
tion in March of 2007.

Stetson informed the Board that a 
signifi cant payment has been received 
from a prior owner toward the repur-
chase of property taken by a tax deed 
by the Town in 2000. The prior owner 
has indicated a desire to come up with 
the balance within a few weeks. 

Stetson told the Board that the lo-
cal resident who for a while now has 
been trucking tin cans for the Town to 
the recycling facility in Concord has 
decided to no longer provide that ser-
vice. Another local resident, who is in 
the trucking business, has provided a 
competitive quote to transport the cans. 
However, the Town would have to have 
a roll-off container to store and trans-
port the cans. The Board authorized the 
purchase of such a container, so long as 
it can be done within the confi nes of the 
existing budget.

After a brief discussion, the Board 
decided to send correspondence to the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment supporting 
a request from the Andover Village Dis-
trict for the ZBA to reconsider its recent 
decision granting a special exception for 
the construction of a dwelling on a lot 
near the Village District’s intake pipe in 
Bradley Lake due to the health concerns 
because of that close proximity.
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MARSHALL’S GARAGE
HIGH-TECH CAPABILITIES

OLD-FASHIONED SERVICE & QUALITY

Save time and lower your stress! Have 
your vehicles repaired and serviced by 
local experts. Only ASE Certifi ed and 
ASE Master Technicians with state-of-
the-art equipment work on your vehi-
cle. SUVs are our specialty.

Free loaner cars or courtesy shuttle

For an appointment: 526-6231 or
Dave@MarshallsGarage.com

Across the road from 
Elkins Beach on 
Pleasant Lake

Visit our Web site at 
MarshallsGarage.com for 

discount coupons and 
car care tips

January 11
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Paul Currier; 
Roger Godwin; Mark Cowdrey; Keith 
Pfeifer; Joe Stearns

Residential building limit for 2005 
must be determined. Made assignment 
of individuals responsible for contact-
ing surrounding towns for their 2004 
total of residential building permits that 
were issued.

Oral report on the December 28 
meeting of the Planning Board repre-
sentatives with a State Fire Marshal’s 
representative on the use of residential 
sprinkler systems.

New Hampshire Division of Histori-
cal Resources sent notice that Tucker 
Mountain Schoolhouse will be con-
sidered for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Public Hearing: Lot line adjust-
ment, Colin Brown, agent for Linda 
Rayner; Fourth Lane. Gould recused 
himself as he is an abutter. Brown pre-
sented a plan indicating the proposed 
lot line adjustment, along with a letter 
from Frank Baker approving the adjust-
ment. Rayner states that the deed pro-
vides that the building can be no closer 
than 10' to the boundary line, and the 
granting of this lot line adjustment will 
accomplish this result by creating an 11' 
setback. Gould informs the Board that 
abutter Ressler contacted him in favor 
of the adjustment. Pfeifer requested 
confi rmation of his understanding that 
the ZBA approval was not due to the 
porch. The response was that it was not. 
The Board unanimously approved the 
lot line adjustment.

Consideration of Completeness: 
Minor Subdivision (2 lots), Colin 
Brown, agent for Dorothy Lorden, 
Bradley Lake Road. Cowdrey recused 
himself as he is an abutter.

The following written requests for 
waivers were presented to the Board 
and were unanimously granted:

• Map scale no smaller than 1" = 
100': Plan is 1" = 200' in order to 
show the entire property on one 
sheet.

• Topographic map: Due to the large 
size of both lots.

• Soils: Due to the large size of both 
lots and there are no immediate 
plans for development.

• Sewage disposal: No immediate 
plans for development.

• Surface water runoff, sedimenta-
tion, and erosion: No immediate 
plans for development.

• Construction plans: No immediate 
plans for development.

The Board unanimously deemed the 
application complete.

Public Hearing: Minor Subdivision 
(2 lots), Colin Brown, agent for Dorothy 
Lorden, Bradley Lake Road. Cowdrey 
recused himself as he is an abutter.

Brown presented the subdivision 
plan to the Board and public for review. 
Concerns of the public include:

Has the Planning Board walked the 

property? There are more special fea-
tures than the subdivision regulations 
require to be listed in the application. 
This area is a wildlife corridor. Would 
the Board consider attaching a condi-
tion precluding future subdivision if 
requested by abutters? What would the 
impact of a home be on the wet areas? 
The Board will take this objection into 
consideration.

An abutter feels that it would not be 
correct of the Board to attach condi-
tions on the subdivision if the purchaser 
of the property were not present at the 
hearing.

One abutter indicates his concern of 
the impact on the stream which goes 
through his property, stating his opin-
ion that new wells would affect the wa-
ter quality.

Pfeifer questioned whether, since the 
plan was previously approved without 
contours, the prior approval should 
be stricken? There are 37 acres, there 
should be a spot for a home without dis-
turbing any natural features. If, in the 
future, the purchasers would like to sub-
divide, they would have to come before 
the Planning Board at that point and a 
decision could then be made whether a 
new plat should require an indication of 
contours.

Do the regulations get passed over 
for a minor subdivision, i.e. inventory 
of natural resources? The response is 
that this is not a necessary requirement 
for approval on a subdivision and the 
Board doesn’t ask for information that 
it won’t use. Johnson read from the ap-
plication the section covering “natural 
and historic features.”

The Board unanimously approved 
the minor subdivision.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consultation:
Lot line adjustment; Pierre J. Bedard, 
agent for Sheldon Family Revocable 
Trust, on Elbow Pond Road

The Board agreed to defer this con-
sultation to a subsequent meeting when 
the agent is present.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consultation:
Minor Subdivision (2 lots), Pierre J. 
Bedard, agent for John D’Andrea, South 
Short Street

The Board agreed to defer this con-
sultation to a subsequent meeting when 
the agent is present.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consultation:
Major Subdivision (4 lots), Dan Labonte, 
DKR Property Management, LLC, 
property at 42, 44, 46, and 48 Boston 
Hill Road.

Labonte presented a site map of the 
location indicating the proposed ma-
jor subdivision along with an approval 
from the Andover Zoning Board of 
Adjustment granting a variance of the 
minimum road frontage normally re-
quired, in view of the unique placement 
of the homes on this property.

Currently there are four existing 
homes on the property and four Quon-
set huts on the associated lot directly 
across the road. This proposal will di-
vide out four new lots each consisting 
of a single home and one Quonset, with 
the ‘Quonset hut lot’ to be owned in 
common. Each home will receive a new 
septic system and all four will share a 
common well.

Labonte states that East Andover 
Fire Chief Rene Lefebvre says no new 
and additional fi re protection is neces-
sary as the homes already exist. The 
Board indicates the following must be 
submitted before fi nal approval of the 
subdivision can be granted:

• A letter from the East Andover Fire 
Chief.

• A survey indicating the location of 
each septic fi eld and of the com-
mon well.

• Draft deed including proposed 
language governing the land to be 
in common ownership.

• List of abutters
• Site survey

Master Plan Update
Currier gave a brief summary of 

the meeting of the committee held on 
December 28 which included shar-
ing of ideas on roads, Department of 
Transportation, and private roads. The 
January meeting will include proposed 
methods of outreach to townspeople; 
actions taken in response to the urgency 
for arrangement of services, contractors 
and prices; survey ideas; timeline of 
two-year agenda; and a budget.

January 25, 2005
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Paul Currier; 
Roger Godwin; Mark Cowdrey; Keith 

Pfeifer; Joe Stearns; Wood Sutton
A letter from Neil Turton regard-

ing “The Cabin Out Back” concerned 
whether or not the Board needs to be 
addressed if the renovation to the struc-
ture is not as extensive as originally 
planned. The sense of the Board is that 
a smaller single-family structure re-
quires no further approval.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consultation:
Lot line adjustment, Pierre Bedard, 
agent for Sheldon Family Revocable 
Trust, on Elbow Pond Road

Bedard presented a USGS topogra-
phy map which indicated a prior sub-
division which was approved by the 
Board. The applicant would like to 
change the division via a lot line adjust-
ment. The reason for the irregularity of 
the proposed lot line was questioned. 
The response was the applicant would 
like to preserve as much open space as 
possible with the existing home.

Several members of the Board indicat-
ed that they would be more in favor of ap-
proving a subdivision where the lot lines 
were more conforming. Several possible 
revisions were discussed and Bedard will 
present these to the applicant.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consultation:
Minor Subdivision (2 lots), Pierre J. 
Bedard, agent for John D’Andrea, South 
Short Street

Bedard presented plans and advised 
that a high intensity soil survey was 
done and wetlands were indicated on the 
plan. The Board reviewed the plan and 
advised Bedard that the proposed house 
site does not meet setback requirements 
and he would have to either relocate the 
home or request a waiver. The plan must 
also meet State subdivision regulations 
due to Shoreland Protection Act as the 
property is on the Blackwater River.

Bedard presented a written request 
for waiver of the Andover subdivision 
regulation that reads “Buildings, streets, 
drives and parking areas shall be located 
not closer than 100' from any surface wa-
ter with the distance measured horizon-
tally to the top of the bank above surface 
water.” The Board amended the waiver 
to include “with the agreement that the 
slope remain in its natural condition” 
and unanimously granted the amended 
waiver. The Board advised Bedard they 

See Planning  on page 10
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Conservation Commission

celeb r at e
The old man

One-of-a-kind 
license plate, $15. 

$12 each add’l plate. 
One $3 charge for 

postage.
Commemorative Designs

PO Box 29
Andover NH 03216

cilleyville@adelphia.net

Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, Feb. 12, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

January 13
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Gerry Hersey, Bob Ward, 

Peter Zak, Peter Southworth
There was discussion about develop-

ing a “capital reserve fund” to buy land 
in Andover and about asking for 50% to 
100% of the Current Use penalty tax.

We currently need to establish the 
land priority and selection criteria. Bob 
Ward proposed creating through a war-
rant article a committee, The Conserva-
tion Lands Acquisition Committee, that 
would include members from a variety 
of town groups.

We also propose a warrant article to in-
crease to 100% the portion of the Current 
Use Change Tax that goes into the Conser-
vation Land Acquisition Fund. The Town 
Budget also includes an additional $200 
for the Commission’s annual budget.

The DES responded to the Blinn 
Dredge and Fill application by stating 
that “DES Wetlands does not approve 
structures within the wetlands.”

February 23 at 7 PM will be a long-
range conservation planning meeting.

Tina Cotton and Peter Southworth 
are due to be reappointed for another 
term. It was felt that we should look for 
more active alternate members.

The Town of Andover has submit-
ted a Dredge and Fill Request at Dyers  
Crossing Road.

Zoning Board Of Adjustment
would need photos of the slope as it is 
currently.

The Board will determine complete-
ness of the application on February 8 at 
7:20 PM and a public hearing will be 
held on February 8 at 7:30 PM. The 
Board also needs to determine suitabil-
ity for a home in the Forest and Agricul-
tural District.

Preliminary Non-Binding Consultation:
Site Plan Review, Richard W. (Billy) and 
Karen L. Sanborn for a portable take-
out ice cream window on Main Street 
adjacent to the Blackwater Diner.

The Sanborns presented a plan for 
a portable take-out ice cream window 
along with an application for a site plan 
review and an approval granted by the 
ZBA with conditions. 

There are 1.94 acres with an exist-
ing restaurant which includes a parking 
area which would be utilized for the 
stand as the hours of operation would 
be when the restaurant is closed (3 PM 
and later). The applicant is going to get 
State approval on a port-a-john.

Concerns of the Board include:
Will the well support both facilities? 

Yes, as the ice cream stand would oper-
ate during the evening hours after the 
restaurant has closed.

Will this be seasonal? Yes, and the 
trailer will be removed at the end of the 
season.

Would this be a seven-day opera-
tion? Yes.

The Board unanimously deemed the 
application complete with the condi-
tions set forth by the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment and pending State approval 
for a drywell and a sign permit prior to 
operation. A public hearing will be held 
on Tuesday, February 8 at 8 PM.
Master Plan Update

Currier gave a brief summary of 
the January 24 meeting. This includ-
ed members indicating their priorities 
from the “hot list” that had been cre-
ated at a prior meeting. There will be 
a meeting with potential service pro-
viders. 

The questionnaire was discussed 
and members agreed to prepare a draft 
questionnaire for review at the next 
monthly Master Plan Update Commit-
tee meeting.

Planning  from page 9

January 18
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Katherine Stearns, Chair; 

Charlie McCrave, Vice-Chair; Susan 
Schnare; Jeff Newcomb; Don Gross;  
Paul Fopiano, alternate

Continuation of Public Hearing: 
Paul Sears. Sears indicates that his sur-
veyor has no plan yet. Stearns advises 
Sears that the Board will vote on a new 
survey on February 15 at 7:40 PM if a 
new survey is ready, or the Board will 
dismiss the case.

Public Hearing: Request from 
Susan Hankin-Birke, agent for ZIA 
Group, Inc., for a special exception for 
a change of use of structure adjacent to 
the Owl’s Nest Lodge and a variance to 
the lot density. The property is Camp 
Marlyn Road.

Hankin-Birke indicates that she is 
before the Board due to a cease and de-
sist order issued for renovations to the 
beach cottage. The order indicates the 
renovations are a change of use. The 
renovations include fi nishing the inte-
rior, installing new windows, adding a 
shower and a new roof. The applicant is 
trying to determine how this could be 
considered “change of use.” 

Concerns of the Board and public:
Was it clear on the prior approval 

that this building was to be used on a 
seasonal basis? Yes.

Do the number of rentals now ex-
ceed the previous 11 granted? Unsure. 
An abutter indicates that the Avitar as-
sessment indicates more than 11 rentals.

Application granted by majority 
vote, subject to Planning Board approv-
al, the building permit process, and the 
Shoreland Protection Act.

Public Hearing: Request from Leon-
ard Caron for an additional special ex-
ception to allow a 12' x 20' storage shed 
and warming hut with an 8' x 20' lean-to. 
The property is on Bridge Road.

Gross recused himself as an abutter. 
Fopiano appointed as a voting member 
for this hearing. Caron indicates that a 
warming hut was constructed in 2003 / 
2004. No sewer, water, or electric. It does 
have a woodstove. Could be used in the 
future for farming and agriculture.

Concerns of the Board and public:
Is there a road to this building? Yes. 

It is not maintained in the winter.
What would be stored in this building? 

The response is gas, oil, some tools.
Would this be a facility for outdoor 

recreation? It would be mainly for a 
warming hut in the winter.

Was there a building permit issued? 
The applicant needs an additional 
special exception prior to receiving a 

building permit.
If an additional special exception 

were granted, would the applicant fore-
go the building permit process? No.

Request granted by majority vote.
Additional Items: The Board opted 

to vote at the February meeting on the 
request from the Andover Village Dis-
trict, supported by the Selectmen, for a 
rehearing / reconsideration of the Theo-
dore decision.

Kearsarge Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship

Hungarian-Themed 
Lunch & Program

February 13, Stone Chapel, Proctor

11 AM - “Blessed Are The 
Peacemakers,” Rev. Dick Dutton

12 Noon - Lunch with 
Barbara Clagett of Seattle, who 
will present a slide program on 

“Women’s Lives In Transylvania”

Donations benefit our partner 
church in Baile Tusnad, Romania
Seating is limited.
RSVP 526-4155 
or 763-4098

Based on Andover’s Temporary Res-
idential Growth Limitation Ordinance, 
the Planning Board has calculated the 
number of residential building permits 
to be granted in 2005.

First, the Board calculated the 
growth of full-time residences in 
2004 in Andover and surrounding 
towns:

Towns

Hom
es 

12/31/03

New Hom
es  

In 2004

Hom
es 

12/31/04

Growth

Andover 913 17 930 1.86%
Danbury 503 21 524 4.17%
Franklin 3,544 64 3,608 1.81%
Hill 418 8 426 1.91%
Salisbury 482 12 494 2.49%
Warner 1,134 19 1,153 1.68%
Wilmot 532 14 546 2.63%
Total 7,526 155 7,681 2.06%

Next, the Board applied the 2.06% 
growth rate to the 930 full-time resi-
dences in Andover as of 12/31/04. This 
gives 19 as the maximum number of 
residential building permits to be issued 
in Andover for 2005.
Small Subdivisions

Four of those 19 building permits 
(25% of them) will be reserved for 
small subdivisions (one lot subdivided 
into two lots) approved between Janu-
ary 1 and August 31, 2005.
Existing Lots

Residential building lots existing at 
the time of adoption of the Temporary 
Residential Growth Limitation Ordi-
nance on March 12, 2002 are entitled 
to building permits without limitation, 
provided that application for such per-
mits is made on or before February 28, 
2005. All such permits issued will be 
deducted from the 19 permits that may 
be issued in 2005. 

Applications for permits for such lots 
may still be made after February 28, 
but may be granted only to the extent 
that any permits are still available after 
the maximum 19 permits have been re-
duced by the four permits set aside for 
two-lot subdivisions.

Planning Board Calculates 
Building Permits For 2005
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Bring your quilt to

Quilt Documentation Day
February 5, 2005 from 9:30 to 3:30

Please call us at 735-4100 
for more information and an appointment.

Does anyone know to what this label might have been affi xed?

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

The Andover Historical Society has 
pursued its Oral History project for 
many years. With the kind permission 
of the Society and of the speakers on 
the tapes (or their descendants), the 
Beacon brings you excerpts from these 
wonderful tapes.

This month’s excerpt is from Barba-
ra Upton’s interview with Eliza Buzzell 
(1887-1990) recorded in 1982.

BU: When were you a mail carrier 
in Andover?

EB: I was the second substitute. The 
mail started in 1904 and 1905. The fi rst 
day I delivered it was 23 below zero. I 
delivered 32 miles in an open sleigh. 

I said when I used to drive out on 
those cold days, if I ever live to see the 
day I can stay where it is warm when it 
is cold weather, boy I was gonna stay.

[From another part of the interview...]
BU: And the horse could go up all 

these roads...
EB: I think of it now, I don’t know 

how I did it. I guess the good Lord was 
with me all the time. Because I’d be 
miles from a house and perhaps there 
wouldn’t be more than one or two teams 
over the road in a day. Oh she’ll get 
home, she’ll get home. Nobody worried 
about me. They wouldn’t be out look-
ing. She’ll get home.

BU: And sometime would the road be 
unplowed and the snow would be deep?

EB: It would be awful. We had to go 
10 miles or we didn’t get any money...
didn’t get paid. 

BU: You were telling me about a 
sleigh race...was it a sleigh race or a bug-

gy race you had down the main street?
EB: Ralph Buswell had racing horses 

up here. That was Don Buswell’s father. 
Don used to be a mail carrier here. 

We’d just bought a horse in Frank-
lin, he’d been racing on the ice. He was 
old and a beautiful horse. He was black, 
and his name was Beauty. I was the fi rst 
woman that ever drove him. 

I came across the tracks down here 
one night. I don’t know why I did it. I 
had been 23 miles. This Buswell come 
down and he turned around. He started 
to go by. But I pulled up on the reins and 
slapped my horse and I said, “Com’on, 
Beaut, don’t let him by!” 

And I left Buswell down to the din-
er...I was up to the Post Offi ce. And he 
was using the whip. The postmaster was 
out and two or three others, “Com’on, 
Liza, com’on!” 

They kidded him, “Liza’s horse been 
23 miles. What kinda horse you got?” 
He was so mad he never spoke to me for 
more than six months. And everyone 
kidded him, “When are you and Liza 
gonna have another race?”

For more information about the 
Andover Historical Society’s Oral His-
tory project, contact Sarah Will at 735-
5759 or Susan Norris at 735-5369.

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

We have a tendency to regard our 
forebears as a rather staid and sober 
lot. This view of the early settlers in 
Andover does not hold up to close scru-
tiny, however. On the contrary, there is 
a large amount of evidence to indicate 
they were a rowdy bunch.

When the Eastman History of 
Andover was published in 1910, the 
wave of the temperance movement 
was sweeping the country and John R. 
Eastman, refl ecting the attitudes of his 
time, found it necessary to devote sev-
eral pages to considering the drinking 
habits of the early settlers. He estimated 
that 90% to 95% of male adults in town 
before 1820 drank alcohol.

Almost any gathering of townspeo-
ple became an excuse to drink large 
amounts of rum, brandy, wine, or hard 
cider. These occasions included celebra-
tions marking the dedications of build-
ings, barn raisings, anniversaries, etc.

When visiting members of his con-
gregation, the minister required a drink 
on entering and on leaving the home. 
The enigmatic little cupboards found 
built-in above the mantelpieces of early 
residences were known as “bible cabi-
nets.” The minister would know where 

to look for both the family’s bible and 
the required strong spirits. Any event 
at which the minister took part, such 
as births, marriages, and funerals, was 
also deemed to require the profuse con-
sumption of alcohol.

The wife of Captain Josiah Bachel-
der on Taunton Hill objected vehement-
ly to the idea of the church locating in 
her neighborhood. She was appalled at 
the idea of having to keep a bar for the 
ministers and refused in no uncertain 
terms to have a bar in her home!

Taverns and drinking were woven 
into the fabric of everyday life. Taverns 
selling various kinds of strong drink 
existed in all sections of Andover, be-
ginning in the 1770s. Soon after, when 
a license to sell liquor was required, a 
rather astonishing number of taverns 
applied for and were granted licenses in 
our small town.

It was not just the comparatively 
cheap New England rum or brandy that 
tempted the population. Apple trees 
of many varieties were planted by the 
fi rst settlers, fl ourished and produced 
fruit that yielded copious amounts of 
cider. Countless barrels of this cider 
found their way into the cellars of farm-
ers who would savor it through many a 
long, cold winter. Many other farmers 
developed the ability to make it disap-
pear before the winter was over.

 There is a record of a license to sell 
liquor from a townsperson’s home on 
March 8 and 9, 1825. This temporary 
license to “keep tavern” is believed to 
coincide with Town Meeting day. Ex-
amining the records of town meetings, 
we fi nd that these were actually held in 
taverns beginning in the years 1798 and 
1799, when they were held at the tavern 
owned by Elijah Cilley in what would 
now be the village of Andover. Dur-
ing the years following this, until the 
Town Hall was built in 1879, most of 
the meetings were held in Tavern Hall, 
although some were held in other halls 
or the church in the “Centre”.

In 1826, Samuel Butterfi eld bought 
the Elijah Cilley property from his es-
tate, tore down the existing tavern and 
built what was to become renowned as 
the fi nest public house from “Concord 

to the Connecticut River”.
In 1875 Hon. John Proctor built a 

large, three-story hotel in Andover vil-
lage with many modern amenities. It 
became a popular summer destination 
and was also the site of lively local cel-
ebrations. The Proctor House burned 
in 1882 and could not be rebuilt. “For 
almost 100 years the village was for the 
fi rst time without a tavern.” (Eastman)

Excerpts from John Eastman’s History 
of Andover 1751-1908 and from Ralph 
Chaffee’s History of Andover 1900-1965

“ February, 1802 – A great snowstorm. 
The snow was very fi ne and so densely 
packed that ox teams could move any-
where over the surface without break-
ing through. ” - selected by Ralph Doe

Find your own favorite glimpse of a 
March gone by! Send it to the Beacon 
by February 17 and we’ll publish it in 
the March issue. You’ll fi nd copies of 
the Eastman and Chaffee histories of 
Andover at each of our libraries.

This Month In 
Andover History

ReminiscenceReminiscence
Eliza Buzzell: Andover Sleigh Race

When Andover Bent An Elbow
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Free Estimates • Overall Paint Jobs • Insurance Claims

Tom Heath
8 Stewart Street • Andover, NH 03216

735-4360 or 735-5054

Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles, Bikes and more...Cars, Trucks, Snowmobiles, Bikes and more...

By Beth Lind
Highland Lake Protective Assoc.

The Highland Lake Protective As-
sociation was offi cially started in 1971, 
and after a brief hiatus was revitalized 
and reorganized into its current form 
in 1986. Since then, the Association’s 
members have worked hard to pro-
mote the preservation and enjoyment 
of Highland Lake. At the heart of the 
HLPA’s mission is the belief that High-
land Lake is one of the greatest assets 
of our town and that we all benefi t from 
taking good care of it.

The HLPA welcomes all members 
of the community who are interested in 
protecting and celebrating the beauty of 
Highland Lake. Each voting member of 
the association pays yearly dues, and for 
the past few years, our membership has 
averaged about 100 people. 

In addition to the money brought in 
through membership dues, we conduct 
annual fundraisers and accept donations. 
These funds support the HLPA’s main 
activities, which are monitoring water 
quality, encouraging safe use of the lake 
through education, providing lakeside 
services (including the Porta-Potty by 
the boat launch) and organizing commu-
nity activities such as kayaking courses.
Watching Water Quality

One of the Association’s longest run-
ning and most important activities is 
monitoring the water quality in High-
land Lake. We participate in a program 

called the Volunteer Lake Assessment 
Program, which is run by the Water-
shed Management Bureau of the New 
Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services (DES). The monitor-
ing is done by HLPA volunteers, who 
take water samples every month during 
the spring and summer. 

These monthly tests involve visit-
ing several specifi ed places on the lake 
to take detailed measurements of water 
clarity, and collecting samples that are 
then delivered to DES for analysis. They 
also take samples from the streams and 
other water sources that feed into the 
lake, so they can identify any sources of 
pollution or contaminants. At least once 
during the summer, the volunteers are ac-
companied by a DES biologist who helps 
them take even more detailed tests.

For over 18 years, Highland Lake resi-
dent Len Davis has led the HLPA water 
testing team. He is joined by dedicated 
volunteers Frank Baker and Bob Welch 
– you might have seen the Concord Mon-
itor article about their water testing, com-
plete with pictures of them in action!
Invasive Weeds

In addition to monitoring water qual-
ity, one of the HLPA’s key preservation 
issues is preventing an infestation of ex-
otic aquatic plants such as milfoil and 
fanwort. Many of New Hampshire’s 
lakes are struggling with exotic weeds, 
which grow extremely rapidly once they 
arrive in a lake. Weeds such as milfoil 

will spread until they have killed off na-
tive plants and fi sh and made the lake 
unfi t for boating and swimming. 

DES has been very helpful in provid-
ing education and recommendations for 
preventing an infestation. In August 2002 
the HLPA paid to have a professional 
fi rm survey the lake for exotic weeds. We 
got a clean bill of health, and since then 
our focus has been on preventing exotic 
weeds from coming into the lake. 

Harmful weeds are most often 
spread by hitching a ride on a boat that 
has been in an infested body of water. 
So if you own a boat, you can help us 
prevent an infestation by checking your 
boat thoroughly before you put it into 
the lake – even a tiny piece of weed can 
infect a whole lake, so please remove 
any plants you fi nd on your boat before 
coming into Highland Lake.

Although the study found that we did 
not have exotic weeds, it did confi rm 
that natural plant species are growing 
rather dense in some parts of the lake. 
The best thing we can all do to prevent 
natural weeds from growing too thick 
is to make sure that the phosphorous 
level does not rise too high in the lake. 
Anyone who lives along the lake or a 
stream that feeds into the lake can pre-
vent high phosphorous levels by not us-
ing lawn fertilizers and by maintaining 
septic systems.
Nesting Loons

We are lucky to have a pair of nest-
ing common loons on Highland Lake. 
HLPA works with the Loon Preservation 
Committee in Moultonborough to moni-
tor our loons and make sure that these 
endangered birds are safe on our lake.

 HLPA volunteers participate in the 
annual loon census to help loon research; 
monitor the loons and keep track of their 
nesting location; and make sure that 

signs are posted to protect the nest. Last 
summer we were all happy to report that 
our loons gave birth to one chick.
Fun Around The Lake

In addition to preserving the health of 
the lake, HLPA also works to make sure 
that we are all having fun around the 
lake. In recent years, we have organized 
kayaking courses and a treasure hunt. 

We also pull out all the stops to cel-
ebrate the Fourth of July by lighting 
fl ares around the lake the night before 
the Fourth and sponsoring a boat pa-
rade. The boat parade is always a great 
show, and we give out a prize each year 
to the best-decorated boat. The Welch 
family won the 2004 contest with a 
Christmas-themed boat, and the Man-
ning family won in 2003 with their Ha-
waiian-themed boat. 

This past summer we started a new 
tradition by having a Fourth of July ice 
cream social, which was a big success 
– over 100 people from around the town 
came to the East Andover Fire Station 
and made their own sundaes. We plan to 
serve up ice cream again next summer!

The HLPA is always looking for new 
ideas and for volunteers. If you are inter-
ested, please visit our Web site at HLPA-
online.org or e-mail us at HLPA@mail.
com. See you out on the lake!
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735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Views
Clearing
Pruning
Cabling

Fertilization
Stump Grinding

Aerial Bucket Truck

 Insured 20 Years Experience

HLPA Protects Highland Lake, Promotes Community Fun

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

Offi cer Hewitt Injured
New Hampshire Fish and Game Dep-

uty Conservation Offi cer David Hewitt 
of Andover was injured January 30 in 
a snowmobile accident. He was struck 
from behind while patrolling a trail near 
Route 11. He was treated at Concord 
Hospital for leg and shoulder injuries.

Dave is also an Andover Police of-
fi cer. He was visited at the hospital by 
Andover Police Offi cer Joe Mahoney, 
who found him in good spirits.
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Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of 
good taste.

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm

Warm, comfy scarves for 
men and women. 

Special orders welcomed!
SHOP LOCALLY

Handknits by Judy are available at

Artisan’s Workshop 
in New London 

or call Judy Evans at 735-5331

Handknits
by

Judy
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Snowmobile Club Presents
Highland Lake SnoFest

The Friendly Barber Shop
The Ultimate Finish

by Cindy Lamprey
for Men • Women • Children

Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 7:30-2 934-7530

By Allan Houle
Andover Snowmobile Club

Where would the sport of snowmo-
biling be without dedicated volunteers to 
keep everything going? From meetings, 
to fundraisers, to trail maintenance and 
grooming, it takes quite a few dedicated 
individuals to keep this all going.

We recently had a portion of trail 
closed due to lack of landowner per-
mission on the Hill section of trail. This 
section of trail is in the care of Steve 
Rosen, who took it upon himself to fi nd 
a suitable relocation for this section of 
trail and to gather up other club mem-
bers and land owners to complete the 
new trail before the riding reason.

Steve was able, with the help of Andy 
Rosen, David White, Mark Vachon, 
Lance Demers, Ray Judd, Pat Frost, 
Jacob Frost, Mike Bucklin, and Skip 
Blades, to get the new trail cut 12 feet 
wide to allow the club grooming equip-

ment to get through. This is a major trail 
from the railbed in Andover up the pow-
er line to Bristol and points north.

Great job everyone! And a big 
“Thank you!” to all those individuals 
that volunteer their time and energy to 
keep this sport we so enjoy going.
Highland Lake SnoFest

The Andover Snowmobile Club will 
be holding the Third Annual Highland 
Lake SnoFest this month.. This event 
has become a “Fun Time” for the club.

With vintage and antique snowmo-
biles on display, it has grown in size 
each year. It gives people a chance to 
see and remember just how far the sport 
of snowmobiling has come. You can see 
snowmobiles from the early ‘60s to the 
late ‘70s on display.

I have had many opportunities to 
display my vintage snowmobiles and 
always enjoy the conversations that be-
gin, “We used to have one of those!” It 

gives us all an appreciation of where the 
sport has come from and the advance-
ments that have been made.

The Third Annual Highland Lake 
SnoFest will be held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 19 starting at 9 AM and ending 
around 2 PM on the railbed (Corridor 
2) across from Highland Lake in East 
Andover. If you would like to display or 
are interested in getting more informa-
tion, please contact me at 768-3951 or 
ahoule@fcgnetworks.net and I will be 
glad to help.

February’s club meeting will be held 
on Monday, February 14 at the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School at 7 PM in 
the Science Room. Hope to see you 
there. Until next month, may your rides 
be safe and often.

By Rich Gross
Andover Fish and Game Club

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
is sponsoring its 21st Annual Kids’ 
Ice Fishing Derby at Elbow Pond in 
Andover. The Derby is for kids 15 and 
under. Tackle and bait are provided, so 
dress warmly and come as you are.

We drill about 40 holes in the ice 
and put baited tip-ups with fl ags in the 
holes. We register the kids with a name 
and number as they arrive. 

When we start the Derby, the fi rst tip-
up fl ag that goes up goes to the fi rst kid 
that is registered, hopefully with a nice 
fi sh on the end. The second fl ag that goes 
up goes to the second kid, and so on. We 
strongly encourage catch and release.

There will be plenty of food and 
drink, with lucky prizes, ribbons, and 
trophies to be awarded.

The Derby will be held at Elbow 
Pond on Saturday, February 19, with a 
bad-weather date of February 26. Reg-
istration is from 9 to 11 AM, with the 
Derby running from 9:30 to 12:30. 

Please join us for a whole lot of fun. 
Just follow the signs from Route 11. If you 
have any questions, call me at 735-5311.

Vintage and antique snowmobiles 
at last year’s Highland Lake SnoFest
 Photo by Allan Houle

Kids’ Ice Fishing 
Derby From Andover 
Fish And Game Club

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976

Got News?  Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 149 or 735-6099 
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Steve Hodges
Highland Lake Inn

PO Box 164
East Andover NH 03231

603 735-6426
HighlandLakeInn.com

Let us take good care of your 
family and friends!

Serving Dinner From 5:30

FLORIST & UNIQUE GIFTS
526-2401

1-888-526-2401

New London Shopping Center
LOCAL DELIVERY

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4 Closed Sunday
Family Owned & Operated

Mylar Balloons – Valentine Gifts 
Candles and Candy

Cards for your Honey
Rare and Unusual Roses

Cut-Flower Wraps & Arrangements

-We deliver to Andover-

Cupid Only Makes 
One Stop...

...and so should you this 
Valentine’s Day!

Everything for your 
Sweetheart! Open Sunday, 
Feb. 13 from 10 to 3 with 

Valentine Specials and cash-
and-carry discounts.

Call in your rose order early 
this year for the best selection. 

Don’t risk forgetting!

Andover Service Club News
By Diane Rice
Andover Service Club

At the January meeting of the Andover Service Club, guest speaker Bob Ward 
discussed local efforts to develop a recreational trail along the former railroad 
lines. The group is seeking $20,000 in grant money from the State Recreation 
Trail Program to further its endeavors.

A motion was made and passed by the Club to send a letter in support of the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail’s grant application.

The next meeting of the Andover Service Club will be on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 9 at the Masonic Hall in Potter Place at 10 AM.

The New London Service Organi-
zation, sharing its resources with New 
London residents in need for fi fty years, 
made a generous gift this year to the 
Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse 
Association of $2,000. 

“Philanthropy such as this directly 
helps us fulfi ll our mission to provide 
comprehensive home and community 
health care services,” says Andrea Steel, 
President and CEO of the Lake Sunapee 
Region Visiting Nurse Association.

“The New London Service Organi-
zation is so pleased and proud to be a 
part of the wonderful support, care, and 
encouragement that the Lake Sunapee 
Region Visiting Nurse Association 
gives to so many in New London,” says 
Helen Tucker, President of the New 
London Service Organization, which 
awarded in excess of $25,000 last year 
in support of access to health care, edu-
cational scholarships, and other vital 
services for New London residents.

Hillary Mishcon’s visual arts 
portfolio recently took fi rst place 
in the prestigious New Hampshire 
Scholastic Art Awards Program. 
More than 1,500 individual works 
of art and 108 senior portfolios were 
submitted by students in grades 7 
through 12 from schools throughout 
New Hampshire.

Hillary, a senior at Merrimack 
Valley High School, received a 
$1,000 cash award from Coca-Cola 
of Northern New England, one of 
the program sponsors. She also re-
ceived the American Visions Award 
(one of fi ve Best in Show awards) for 
Nora’s Flight, one of the individual 
pieces of artwork she submitted for 
judging. 

Nora’s Flight was also awarded 
a Gold Key and will go on to the 
national competition in New York 
City.

Other Scholastic Key winners 
from MVHS are Roy Roy, Carolyn 
Donaldson, James Colby, Trevor Col-
larusso, and Lori Vanson. Congratu-
lations to you all!

 The student art work is on display 
at the Bedford Mall from 11 AM to 8 
PM through Saturday, February 5.

MARRIED 
Sally Hirsh
and Spencer 
Dickinson 
(Finally!) 

By Sarah Duclos
For the Beacon

Sally Hirsh, daughter of Richard and 
Joanna Hirsh, married Spencer Nor-
man Dickinson, son of Donna Duclos 
and David Dickinson (and, more impor-
tantly, the brother of Sarah Duclos), on 
January 15 at the Capitol Center for the 
Arts in Concord. The marquis outside 
the theater read “Sally and Spencer (Fi-
nally!) Get Married” in bold red letters. 

Sally is currently working on her dis-
sertation in American Literature at the 
University of New Hampshire and is the 
Weekend Morning host on New Hamp-
shire Public Radio. Spencer works for 
the Community Action Program and the 
Women-Infant-Children Supplemental 
Food program based in Concord.

In keeping with the movie theme, 
there was a pre-ceremony screening of 
the 1949 MGM musical On the Town 
starring Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra. 
The bride is a lifelong Gene Kelly fan. 
Sally recorded a lovely introduction to 
the fi lm that was played over the the-
ater’s sound system explaining to the 
audience how, why, and when her crush 
on Gene Kelly began. 

The movie theme continued into the 
reception hall, where each table had a 
centerpiece made out of old-fashioned 
popcorn boxes fi lled with popcorn, Rai-
sinets, and Junior Mints.

Hollywood was present in the cer-

emony itself as well. Spencer walked 
down the aisle to the music of Dick Dale 
and the Del Tones, familiar to many of 
the attendees as the theme to the fi lm 
Pulp Fiction. The upbeat music lead 
to Spencer’s 84-year-old grandmother, 
Josephine Crisp, putting in a few disco 
moves as she made her way down the 
aisle to her reserved seat. 

Sally strolled down the aisle on the 
arm of her father, Richard, secure under 
a black umbrella with the song Singing 
in the Rain punctuating the moment. The 
couple had readings from Gilbert and Sul-
livan, as well as an original poem written 
by a friend of the bride who was unable 
to attend in person, but listened in, thanks 
to the modern cell phone. To top off the 
ceremony, a 1950s-style “Applause” sign 
fl ashed on the screen behind the couple at 
the culmination of the fi rst kiss.

A reception was held directly after 
the ceremony. The “mandatory” kara-
oke was a roaring success with many 
members of the audience and the bridal 
party stepping up to belt out a few good, 
and many not so good, songs to celebrate 
the day. The couple resides in Concord 
and plans to spend a few days in Boston 
or another quaint location to enjoy their 
fi rst few days of married life.

Sally and Spencer dazzle the crowd.
 Photo by Donna Duclos

Helen Tucker (r), President of the New 
London Service Organization, and 
Ben Barton, New London Service Or-
ganization Board member, present a 
$2,000 check to Andrea Steel of the 
Lake Sunapee Region VNA.

VNA Receives 
Generous Gift

Hillary Mishcon 
Wins Top State 
Art Prize

Ce l e b r a t e !
The Beacon needs your help 

gathering news of births, marriages, 
honors, and other notable events. 

Call 735-6099.
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Alan K. Thompson Insurance
For All

Your

Insurance

Needs

PO Box 190  • 10 Lawrence Street
Andover, NH  03216-0190

Ph:  603-735-5339  •  1-800-392-6532
Fax:  603-526-2903

insure@alankthompson.com

your Home

your Auto

your Business

your Finances

your Integrity

your Life

your Health

✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔
✔✔

curvesinternational.com

Over 8,000 locations worldwide.

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations.

What if you could change your life in 30 
minutes? 

At Curves we offer 30-minute fitness, commonsense weight 
loss and the support you need to take control of your life.

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address

Local Address
Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

Local Address

603-526-7004
133 Newport Road

New London, NH 03257

Andover Lions 
Contribute To 
Tsunami Relief
By Joan E. Holleran
Andover Lions Club

While the snow-covered hills of 
Andover are a world away from the 
devastation caused by the tsunami 
which struck South Asia on December 
26, the Andover Lions Club, in collabo-
ration with the statewide effort of New 
Hampshire Lions, has made a contri-
bution to the Lions Club International 
Fund (LCIF) for relief aid.

Monies that all Lions Clubs derive 
from fundraising activities, such as the 
Andover Fourth of July Pancake Break-
fast, the Annual Lobster Bake, and the 
Rose Sale, are used directly for the provi-
sion of services and are not used for any 
administrative expenses. In short, the 
funds which are collected by these ac-
tivities go directly to provide assistance 
in the local communities of Andover and 
Danbury, or in the case of the Andover 
Lions Club contribution, the donations 
made to the LCIF will go directly to pro-
vide food, water, clothing, and other vital 
necessities to the people of Sri Lanka, In-
donesia, Thailand, Malaysia, and India.

Residents of Andover and Danbury 
who wish to make a contribution through 
the Lions Club International Fund can 
do so directly by contacting any mem-
ber of the Andover Lions Club; or the 
Club President, Bill Egge (King Lion), 
at 768-5543; or Club Treasurer, Forest 
Powers at 768-3617. Checks should be 
made out to LCIF – South Asia Tsu-
nami Disaster Relief Fund. Community 
donations will be sent directly to LCIF.

The funds received by LCIF will be 
used solely for the immediate needs of vic-
tims such as food and water and will also 
support long-term reconstruction needs.

By Dave Grover
Chaplain, 197th FA Brigade

Dave is an East Andover resident 
currently serving in Iraq.

Like a river of life, a ribbon of road 
threads through the tortured territory of 
southern Iraq. It is a mere widening of 
an ancient caravan route. Descendents 
of the desert now stand beside the “riv-
er” intermittently dipping their toes in 
the water. The river courses along with 
the speed of the latest technology, but 
on the riverbanks it seems that time has 
stood still for millennia.

Where do they come from, these 
robed watchers who stand on the side 
of the road, sometimes indifferent, 
sometimes with a wave? They watch 
the passing convoys, hoping for what? 
A wave, a smile, a trinket, a snack, or 
a bottle of water tossed from an open 
window? 

We have been instructed not to toss 
anything from the windows lest a child 
dashing for a handout should be crushed 
beneath the wheels of fi ve tons of steel. 
So as we travel north we are powerless 
to offer them more than a smile, a wave, 

or a toot from the horn. 
I feel helpless in the face of their pov-

erty, hunger, and thirst, my heart yearn-
ing to touch theirs. The gentle urging 
of Jesus’ words, “If anyone gives even 
a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones because he is my disciple, he will 
certainly not lose his reward,” grieves 
me more deeply with each outstretched 
hand we pass.

Weapons bristle from our Humvees 
as we drive on. Sporadically we pass 
buckled carcasses of 18-wheeled behe-
moths lying on their sides like death-
bloated cattle. Still smoldering, these 
hulks have been striped of anything 
useful. The charred remains of steel-
belted tires lie in a pool of melted tar. 
The scene suggests the whitened ribs of 
a steer and is a sobering reminder of the 
dangers of this desert.

We navigate 60 miles of this bone-
jarring, teeth-rattling section of road 
ever mindful of those who have lost 
their lives to the hijackers, IEDs, am-
bushes and road wars, drive-by shoot-
ings, and mechanical failures. Besides 
Gatorade, air conditioners, beef jerky, 
and T-rations, this 12 vehicle convoy is 
carrying hope to the soldiers guarding 
a captured ammunition depot, because 
today this convoy is also carrying two 
chaplains and two chaplain assistants 
of the 197th FA Brigade, Manchester, 
New Hampshire. 

Their mission is to minister to 
soldiers’ spiritual needs and be a re-
minder to these troops that even in 
this place God loves them and goes 
with them always – regardless of how 
remote the location or how high the 
threat level.

As we pull through the security gate 
into the relative safety of the compound 
we breathe a collective sigh of relief and 
offer up a sincere, “Thank you, Lord,” 
to the God of Abraham who has prom-
ised, “I will never leave you or forsake 
you.” God’s affi rmation of his presence 
assures us; “Though I walk (or drive) 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me.” In this place of evil, hatred, 
and death, He is still the River of Life.

Report From Iraq: 

The River 
Of Life

Bedouin children spend the day on the 
shoulder of Major Supply Route Tam-
pa hoping to attract handouts of food 
and water.  Photo by Dave Grover

Burned-out wreckage bears grim re-
minder of the dangers of driving the 
long haul from Kuwait to Baghdad.
 Photo by Dave Grover

Ann IrelandAnn IrelandDebbie MartinDebbie Martin

Colby-Linehan 
Real Estate

Providing You With Truly 
Professional Real Estate 

Services From Four Offices

10 Lawrence St. • Andover NH 03216
603•735•5006

Auto Insurance
HB 117 would require proof of mo-

tor vehicle insurance in order to register 
a motor vehicle. This would be enforced 
at local Town Halls across the state.
Nursing Home

HB 102 would provide a $6 cost-of-
living increase (to $56 per month) in the 
personal needs allowance for nursing 
home residents that qualify.

I would like to remind everyone that 
the residents of the Merrimack County 
Home love to have visitors. The home 
has several volunteer opportunities that 
support the residents and help make the 
county home a better place.
Education

HB 39 would set a state-wide stan-

dard for sex education instruction in the 
state’s public schools, usurping the au-
thority of local school boards.
Utility Bills

If you need help paying your 
utility bills this winter, Merrimack 
County may be able to help. Call 
225-6880. If you face disconnection 
due to non-payment, call the New 
Hampshire Offi ce of Consumer Ad-
vocate at 271-1172.
Voice Your Opinion

I encourage you to visit GenCourt.
State.NH.US, the Web page of the New 
Hampshire House. The House will hear 
testimony on over 1,000 bills. Your input 
will help make sure that the work we do 
improves your life locally. If I can be of 
service, please contact me at 735-6140 or 
james.danforth@leg.state.nh.us

Bills  from page 3
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□ 3 lbs Boneless Chicken Breasts □ 2 lbs Extra Lean Ground Round

□ 2 lbs London Broil Steak □ 5 lbs Shurfi ne Hot Dogs

□ 2 lbs Chuck Stew Beef □ 3 lbs Chicken Wings

□ 2 lbs Natural Casing Franks □ 8 lbs Chicken Leg Quarters

□ 6 lbs Chicken Thighs □ 2 lbs Meatballs

□ 2 lbs Pork Spare Ribs □ 2 lbs Boneless Rib End Pork Roast

□ 2 lbs Boneless Chuck Steak □ 2 lbs Hot or Sweet Italian Sausage

□ 2 lbs Shurfi ne Bacon □ 2 lbs Boneless Pork Country Style Spareribs

□ 2 lbs Ground Chuck □ 2 lbs Lean Top Round Steak

□ 6 lbs Chicken Drumsticks □ 2 lbs Sirloin Tip Roast

□ 2 lbs Center Sliced Ham Steak □ 3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

□ 3 lbs Pork Sirloin Cutlets □ 2 lbs Beef Cube Steak

□ 3 lbs Chicken Nuggets □ 3 lbs Breaded Chicken Patties

Fresh Meat 
Cut Daily!

Please allow 48 hours notice. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities and to cor-
rect errors. Illustrations are for design purposes 
only and do not necessarily depict featured items.

February 
Freezer Buys
You  Choose the Items,
You  Choose the Price!

By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

Greetings to all of you from the folks 
at the Andover Congregational Church! 
As I am writing this, snow is falling 
heavily and I have no reason to leave the 
house. Fresh, clean, white snow covers 
the ground and the stillness is so peace-
ful. So I sit comfortably, enjoying the 
warmth of the wood stove. Today I will 
take the time to read and write some 
notes to shut-ins and the elderly.

Writing notes in cards reminds me of 
a dear lady in our church named Gloria. 
She is always sending cards to people 
and when I received my birthday card I 
opened it with eagerness, knowing that 
she had probably taken the time to write 
a personal note and possibly enclose a 
poem, as she often does. Sure enough, 
there was a poem that I remember read-
ing years ago and the words brought 
back fond memories of growing up on 
a farm. It will remind us of warmer 
weather which will be here before we 
know it! Let me share it with you:

Out In The Fields With God 

The little cares that fretted me
I lost them yesterday

Among the fi elds, above the sea,
Among the winds at play,

Among the lowing of the herds,
The rustling of the trees,

Among the singing of the birds,
The humming of the bees. 

The foolish fears of what might 
happen,

I cast them all away,
Among the clover-scented grass,

Among the new-mown hay,
Among the husking of the corn,

Where drowsy poppies nod,
Where ill thoughts die and good 

are born--
Out in the fi elds with God.

- Author Unknown 

Bob Thompson Sings
Cathy Ellis arranged for Bob Thomp-

son to come to our church and present 
a concert of gospel music on Saturday, 
January 22. He also led the worship ser-
vice and gave the message the follow-
ing morning. What a blessing!

 Many will remember Bob from par-
ticipating in Andover’s Fourth of July 
activities a few years ago and singing 
from a fl oat in the parade.

Bob, who resides in Providence, 
Rhode Island with his wife, was a suc-
cessful nightclub singer in New York 
City for many years. He has become a 
committed Christian and has appeared 
on many Christian television and radio 
programs, including a weekly television 
program in Boston.

He has spoken at chapel for the Red 
Sox and has sung the national anthem at 
various sporting events. He has sung at 
churches, schools, nursing homes, trau-
ma centers, and missions conferences 
throughout the United States, Canada, 

Africa, and Japan. He enjoys working 
at various Bible camps, including Rum-
ney, where he is a frequent soloist.

Because he has sung in area churches 
before, many people came to hear him 
sing again despite the Nor’easter storm 
that weekend. Fellowship with him 
was enjoyed by those who came from 
Andover and surrounding towns.

Once again, I invite you to attend 
Andover Congregational Church. Come 
just as you are. You will fi nd peace and 
joy as you worship with us.

For information about services and 
outreach programs contact Pastor John 
J. Wagner at 735-5160.

Andover Congregational Church

By Ray Mitchell
For the Beacon

Would you like to enjoy a good book 
while you’re driving? Ironing? Painting?  
Each of our libraries has a collection of 
audio books. You can listen to a good 
story during your commute. Here’s a de-
scription of a recent acquisition:

The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey 
Niffengger. 

A most untraditional love story, 
this is the celebrated tale of Henry 
DeTamble, a dashing, adventuresome 
librarian who involuntarily travels 
through time, and Clare Abshire, an 
artist whose life takes a natural se-
quential course. 

Henry and Clare’s passionate affair 
endures across a sea of time and cap-
tures them in an impossibly romantic 
trap that tests the strength of fate and 
basks in the bonds of love.

There are children’s audio books, 
too. Are the Harry Potter books too 
challenging for the kids?  Take home a 
tape of Harry and let them listen. Some 
books for young children come with an 
audio tape so they can hear and read 
along.

Check them out at the Andover Li-
brary or the Bachelder Library. One of 
them is open every weekday, and both 
are free for Andover residents.

Cathy Ellis and Bob Thompson fol-
lowing Sunday morning worship
 Photo by Judy Evans

Andover 
Libraries

Community Calendar
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 
gather items for the calendar. If you 
can help, call Charlie at 735-6099
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Massachusetts, and Denise Curtiss and 
Darlene Delano, both of Wilmot; many 
grandchildren; several great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters, Norma Howard and 
Gloria Jean Sanborn, both of St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida; two brothers, Ashley 
Sanborn of Milford and Paul Sanborn 
of Wilmot; and nieces and nephews. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Wilmot Volunteer 
Fire Department, P.O. Box 33, Wilmot 
03287; or to Lake Sunapee Region Visit-
ing Nurse Association and Hospice, P.O. 
Box 2209, New London 03257. 
Condensed from the Concord Monitor.

BRIAN D. CHASE,  46, of Morey 
Lane, Wilmot, died Sunday, January 2, 
at home. 

He was born in New London on Sep-
tember 30, 1958, the son of Arthur S. 
and Olive (Morey) Chase. He graduated 
from Kearsarge Regional High School 
in North Sutton in 1976 and studied 
mechanical drawing at the New Hamp-
shire VoTech in Manchester. 

Brian lived his life in Wilmot and 
was a longtime employee at the New 
London Hospital. He was a past mem-
ber of the Wilmot Volunteer Fire De-
partment and a past member of the 
Wilmot Community Association. He 
was a multi-talented, gentle soul. 

He leaves his devoted partner, Gina 
Vitale of Wilmot. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Lake Sunapee 
Region Visiting Nurse Association, PO 
Box 2209, New London 03257; or to the 
Sarcoma Alliance, 775 E Blithedale No. 
334, Mill Valley, California 94941. 

Stone Walls

The lanes of life so fi lled with wonder
Found in nature’s trail of stones,

Placed one upon the other: a work of art,
Its craftsman virtually unknown.

No borders limit such ancient treasure
As seen across distant land and sea.

Though the stones that capture my heart in 
memory...

Are those that mean so much to me.

Hands have sorted, stacked, and measured
Lovingly, with such great care.

Each stone a sign of the builder’s presence,
A signature appearing there.

A grotto stands in sheltered splendour:
Stones, shrubs and evergreens, a bench to 

linger for awhile...
A young man’s legacy, his memory -

Forever found in Brian’s smile.

- Eileen Brennan
A tribute to Brian Chase, 

who died January 2, 2005

R. WILLIAM SANBORN, SR.,  
74, of Village Road, Wilmot Flat, died 
Monday, December 27, 2004, at home. 
He was born in New London, Oct. 18, 
1930, the son of Carl A. and Myrtie 
(Heath) Sanborn. He lived in the Wilmot 
area most of his life. 

Mr. Sanborn was a self-employed 
carpenter and general contractor, hav-
ing built his fi rst house at the age of 15. 
Prior to that, he owned and operated 
Blackwater Bill’s Restaurant in Potter 
Place and Junction Gulf Services in Pot-
ter Place. He also worked at RP Johnson 
in Potter Place and previous to that had 
been a truck driver for many companies. 

Mr. Sanborn was the caretaker of the 
First Free Baptist Church of Wilmot. 
He was a member of the Wilmot Com-
munity Association and was a charter 
member of the Wilmot Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

He was predeceased by a brother, 
Kenneth Sanborn. 

Members of his family surviving in-
clude his wife of 34 years, Blanche (For-
est) Delano Sanborn of Wilmot Flat; six 
children, Anne Call of Oklahoma, Carol 
Adkins of Lempster, Billy Sanborn Jr. 
of Andover, Carl Sanborn and Leonard 
Sanborn, both of Canaan, and Timothy 
Sanborn of West Lebanon; three step-
children, Daryl Delano of Plymouth, 

PATRICK R. WOODS,  42, of 
Spencer, Massachusetts, died Decem-
ber 28, 2004, at UMass Memorial 
Health Care Campus after an illness. 
He was born in Hieldburg, Germany.

 Mr. Woods was a certifi ed nurse’s 
assistant for the past two years at Com-
munity Resource for Justice.  Previ-
ously he worked at UMass Memorial 
Health Care for several years. He was a  
member of St. Mary Church, Spencer.

 The family includes his wife of nine 
years, Nancy M. (McGuire) Woods; two 
daughters, Stephanie M. and Amanda 
L. Woods of Spencer; his father, Ronald 
M. Woods of Andover, New Hampshire; 
his mother, Linda (Lee) Woods Page of 
Manchester, Connecticut; two broth-
ers, Timothy Woods of Joliet, Illinois 
and Christopher Woods of Manchester, 
Connecticut; and nieces and nephews.

 In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Woods Chil-
dren Educational Fund, care of Spencer 
Savings Bank, 176 Main Street, Spen-
cer MA 01562.

OBITUARIES

Peter Christian’s Tavern 
is bringing back 

an old Tavern tradition. 
We will be offering entertainment for 

the month of February. Please check our 
Web site for a schedule of events.

Serving 7 days a week, 11:30 AM ’til closing.
195 Main Street • New London

526-4042 • PeterChristiansTavern.com

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on 

voluntary donations for a 
substantial part of its budget.

Donation form is on page two.
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LNAs
COME JOIN OUR 

ENERGETIC TEAM!
We are looking for LNAs 
who are compassionate, 

confi dent, and have a need 
to make a difference in 

someone’s life.
The hours are fl exible.

Full time, part time, and per 
diem available.

Check out our new per diem rates!
Lake Sunapee Region VNA 

603-526-4077
Ask for Kathy Labbe

at the Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse Association, 
107 Newport Rd, New London.

Entrance around back on the lower level.

INVENTORY CHANGING WEEKLY

The Renaissance Shoppe, a program of 
the Friends of the Lake Sunapee Region 

Visiting Nurse Association, is a qual-
ity resale shop offering furniture, estate 

pieces, glassware, jewelry, and more. 

All proceeds benefi t the LSRVNA.

Open Monday through Saturday, 10 to 4

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

By Jane Nowell
Andover Cub Scouts

For the 2004-2005 season the 
Andover Cub Scouts had their annual 
popcorn fundraiser sale. Pack 489 sold 
a total of $5,569 of popcorn. The top 
popcorn seller this year went to Cam-
eron Wood, with sales totaling $1,118. 

In second place was Chris Frenette 
with a total of $1,026, and third place 
went to Jeff Bates with a total of $497. 
Third place was a very close call, leav-
ing an honorable mention for Nicholas 
Terwilliger with a total of $480. 

Great job to all the Cub Scouts that 
participated in helping to raise money 
for the pack!
Pinewood Derby

On January 15 the Cub Scouts held 
their Pinewood Derby. The boys had 
lots of fun racing their cars. This year’s 
fi rst place winner was Joey Rego. Com-
ing in second was David Wesoja, and 
third place went to Michael Bowne. 

To make the Derby a little extra spe-
cial this year, the cars were also judged 
on their creativity. First place went to 
Kyle Smart for his RP Johnson car, 
second place went to Charles Berry for 
his little red fi re engine, and third place 
went to Derrick Nowell for his New 
England Patriots car.

Thank you to the Frenettes for sup-
plying the trophies for the popcorn win-
ners and the Pinewood Derby winners.

The Cub Scouts would also like to 

thank RP Johnson and Son for sponsor-
ing them in this year’s Pinewood Derby. 
Also, special thanks go to Andover Piz-
za Chef for the very tasteful donation of 
pizza and soda for this event. The Cub 
Scouts also cannot forget the judges and 
Mike Barton for setting up and running 
the Derby. Thank you all.

By Heidi St Jacques
Oxbows 4-H Club

The Merrimack County Oxbows 4-
H Club met on Sunday, January 2 at 
the St Jacques home in Andover. Roll 
call was taken and previous meeting 
minutes and treasurer’s report were 
read and accepted.

Under Old Business we re-enrolled 
members. We currently have 11 mem-
bers. We reviewed our bylaws and unan-
imously agreed to keep them the same.

Under New Business it was agreed 
that each member will decide on a per-
sonal goal they wish to achieve for this 
year and at our next regular meeting 
we will discuss and work on writing 
our goals down and develop a plan on 
how to achieve those goals.

Each member also wrote their name 
and information about themselves to 
send to a soldier fi ghting in Iraq.

The next meeting will be held in 
Warner, at Trumble Pond on Sunday, 
February 6 at 1 PM. We will be ice fi sh-
ing and skating. For more information 
about the meeting, call me at 735-5851.

For more information about 4-H, 
visit http://ceinfo.unh.edu/4H/4H.htm.

Lake Farm Realty 
Welcomes A 
New Agent

Debbie O’Byrne has joined the Lake 
Farm Realty offi ce in Andover. She is a 
seasoned educator who has a great 
deal of experience understanding the 
needs of families and their children. 

Whether you’re looking for a larger 
home, downsizing, or just moving out 
on your own, she is ready to listen 
and help you fi nd the perfect home 
for the next chapter in your life!

Call Debbie at Lake Farm 
Realty at 735-5444

Snowman Fun At The Andover After School Program
On a beautiful Monday afternoon, the kids at the Andover After School 
Program decided that it was a perfect day to make some snowmen. There 
were two or three kids working on each of their own snowmen, and we had 
four great turnouts for snowmen.

Everyone had a great time making these snowmen and, with only a few 
minor problems (falling snowmen with loss of limb), the front yard was full 
of snowman fun!

Standing (l-r): Nicole Deshaies, Monica Newton, Sam Barrett, Nicole Bar-
ton, Joey Rego, Kyle Wiley. Seated (l-r): Taylor Methven, Annika Johnson, 
Colby Benoit, Emma Davis, Max Barrett, Felicia Deshaies, Jacqui Morris, 
Curtis Chamberlin, Nick Stiles Story by Joey Rego
 Photo by Charlie Darling

Cub Scouts’ Pinewood Derby

Oxbow 4-H Club

Kids – Join The Beacon Team!
AE/MS kids have done an awesome job of covering school events. Keep up the 

great work! The Beacon loves having your help.

Write A Letter!
The Beacon welcomes civil, reasoned 

letters to the people of Andover. 
Please keep them to 200 words or 

less. More info & a handy form here:
AndoverBeacon.com/Opinion.asp

Community Calendar
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 
gather items for the calendar. If you 
can help, call Charlie at 735-6099
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By Peter Southworth
Andover Outing Club

There were two races in 
January where lots of AOC rac-
ers competed as the season got 
underway.  The fi rst race was 
at our home course, Proctor’s 
Blackwater Ski Area, on Sun-
day, January 9. Joining in with a 
Nordic Combined (jumping and 
cross-country skiing) meet, the 
following skiers enjoyed their 
fi rst race of the season: in the J5 
class, Hallie Southworth, Kelsey 
Allen, and Thaddeus Bicknell; 
in the J4 class, Story Southworth, Maddy Pfeifer, Jackson Bicknell, and 
Patrick Allen; and in the J3 class, Caroline Pond.

At Jackson on Sunday, January 23, the following racers skied fast on a 
cold, windy day: in the J5 class, Thaddeus Bicknell; in the J4 class, Maddy 
Pfeifer and Jackson Bicknell; in the J3 class, Caroline Pond and Meredith 
Cline. All represented Andover well!

526-2464

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

WINTER CLEARANCE SALE!
10% To 50% Off

Everything In Stock
Route 11 & Pancake Rd townlineoutdoorfurniture.com (603) 735-5778
Andover • Open 7 Days U-Haul Rentals (800) 580-6824

FOREST  CONE  &  EVERGREEN  SHOP
On Kearsarge Valley Road at Route 11 in Wilmot 

If You’re Looking For Quality, 
Come See What We Have To Offer

Fresh Flowers • Roses • Carnations
Yankee Candles • Wreaths
Gifts • and much more!

PLACE YOUR VALENTINE’S DAY 
ORDERS EARLY!
Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4 • 526-6397

Blackwater Ski Club
Third Annual Night Race
Blackwater Ski Area - December 29

Women’s Giant Slalom - J6 Class

1 Lauren Boisvert Blackwater 40.76
Women’s Giant Slalom - J5 Class

1 Stephanie Bonewald Blackwater 66.72
2 Kelsey Wilcox Blackwater 68.63
4 Margaret Bolger Blackwater 70.39
5 Jamie Gaines Blackwater 71.81
6 Eliza Henley Blackwater 72.04
8 Morgan Koenig Blackwater 78.44
9 Robyn Boisvert Blackwater 95.87

Women’s Giant Slalom - J4 Class

1 Megan Bryck Sunapee 61.55
2 Jennifer Connor Blackwater 64.02
3 Maddie Schiess Blackwater 67.93
4 Jessica George Blackwater 71.14
5 Madison Koenig Blackwater 71.44
6 Jessica Bolger Blackwater 72.53
7 Emily Bentley Blackwater 72.82
8 Shawna Barton Blackwater 93.64

Men’s Giant Slalom - J6 Class

1 Jack Bryck Sunapee 74.53
5 Butch Bolger Blackwater 85.43

Men’s Giant Slalom - J5 Class

1 Benjamin Lambert Sunapee 65.07
5 Tucker Lecaroz Blackwater 70.15
7 Nathan Grevior Blackwater 70.87
9 Colby Wilcox Blackwater 73.56

10 Charlie Schiess Blackwater 74.96
11 Connor Devoe Blackwater 77.32
13 Cody Barton Blackwater 90.08
14 Berkley Stevens Blackwater 94.80

Men’s Giant Slalom - J4 Class

1 Jerel Ward Sunapee 60.63
3 Michael Andrews Blackwater 62.98
4 Jonathan Kimball Blackwater 66.33
6 Miles Driscoll Blackwater 68.72
8 Ryan Devoe Blackwater 72.76
9 Philip Guion Blackwater 80.78

Men’s Giant Slalom - J3 Class

1 Geoff Bonewald Blackwater 56.77
3 Matt Bolger Blackwater 60.78
4 Wales Carter Blackwater 64.86

By Lorraine Cline, Andover Outing Club
On Saturday, January 15, the fi rst of three New Hampshire High School 

Series cross-country ski races was held at the Jackson Ski Touring Center 
in Jackson. Over 600 skiers competed in the skate technique event, which 
included an A Race, B Race, and Junior High Division Race. The 5.6 kilo-
meter course was particularly challenging due to icy conditions and very 
cold temperatures. 

Andover Elementary/Middle School entered three racers in the Junior 
High Division. Sixth-grader Meredith Cline fi nished in 8th place with a 
time of 22:25.8. Eighth-grader Caroline Pond fi nished in 10th place with 
a time of 23:38.4, while fi fth-
grader Maddy Pfeifer fi nished 
in 16th place, completing the 
course in 25:33.6.

Competing in the A Race for 
Holderness School, Andover’s 
Corinne Cline fi nished 19th out 
of 105 racers, with a time of 
19:17.0. She placed 6th in the J2 
class, earning her a spot on New 
Hampshire’s J2 Team, which 
will travel to Sugarloaf, Maine 
in March to compete against 
other top J2 skiers from Maine, 
Vermont, and Massachusetts.

Andover 
Outing Club 
Skis Hard At 
Gunstock
By Lorraine Cline
Andover Outing Club

Gunstock Nordic Association hosted 
a cross-country ski race for Bill Koch 
Youth Ski League skiers (ages 4-13) on 
Monday, January 17 on the cross-coun-
try ski trails at Gunstock Nordic Center 
in Gilford. Over 50 Bill Koch Youth Ski 
League racers from throughout Central 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts, 
including several from the Andover 
Outing Club, skied in the nine individ-
ual freestyle classes on courses ranging 
from 1.2 kilometers to 3.6 kilometers. 

Selected results of races in which 
Andover skiers placed are as follows:

Lollipop Girls (under 6)

1 Kelsey Allen Andover 4:46
2 Zoe Houseman Wolfeboro 5:10

J5 Boys (ages 8 and 9)

1 Jack Schrupp Gilford 8:00
2 Thaddeus Bicknell Andover 8:28

J4 Boys (ages 10 and 11)
1 Jackson Rich Mass. 8:13
3 Jackson Bicknell Andover 9:20
5 Andrew Young Andover 10:59
7 Patrick Allen Andover 12:01

J4 Girls (ages 10 and 11)

1 Cory Stock Mass. 8:40
3 Maddy Pfeifer Andover 9:41

J3 Boys (ages 12 and 13)

1 Chris Stock Mass. 11:17
8 Jackson Bicknell Andover 15:42

J3 Girls (ages 12 and 13)

1 Hilary Rich Mass. 12:32
4 Meredith Cline Andover 13:56
5 Caroline Pond Andover 14:48

X-Country Skiers Off To A Fast Start

Corinne Cline of Andover (foreground) 
skied for Holderness School at the 
Jackson Jaunt. Photo by Don Cline

Andover Skiers Compete In NH 
High School Series X-C Race

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary dona-

tions for a substantial part of its budget.

Got News?  
Mail@AndoverBeacon.

com  • 735-6099
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By Stephen Stebbins
AE/MS Athletic Director

The Lady Eagles A-team started their 
season on December 13 with a 38-16 
win over Barnstead. After struggling a 
bit on offense early in the game, the girls 
played great defense and turned several 
steals into easy hoops. Once they got the 
ball rolling there was no stopping it.

The HSH awards, given for great 
Heart, Sportsmanship, and Hustle, went 
to Hannah Frantz for leading the team 
in scoring while not forcing anything, 
and to Haley Levesque for her great 
pressure defense up front in the press.

Another victory was scored for the 
Lady Eagles A-team by defeating St. 
Johns 33-21 on December 16. It was 
the defense that once again came to the 
rescue to pull out the victory when the 
offense failed to get moving. The HSH 
award went to Kayla Dansereau for put-
ting in some solid minutes at both the 
wing and point positions, and to Lizzie 
Rego who came in off the bench and 
played some great defense down low 
and pulled a couple of big rebounds.

December 17 brought yet another 
win over Plainfi eld for the Lady Eagles 
A-team with a fi nal score of 32-29. The 
HSH awards for this game went to Jes-
sica West and Krystin Corliss.

The Lady Eagles A-team fi nished 
their 2004 schedule on December 21 
with a perfect 4-0 record by winning 
36-25 over Winnisquam. After giving 
the bench a lot of minutes in the fi rst 
half, they went into the second half 
down by a score of 16-15. The regular 
starters responded to the challenge and 
dominated the third quarter, winning 
the quarter by a score of 19-3, putting 
the game out of reach of Winnisquam. 

The HSH awards went to Jessica West 
for fi nally boxing out and owning the ac-
tion down low, as she is capable of doing, 
and to Hannah Frantz for her ability to 
play multiple positions on both offense 

and defense without skipping a beat.
The New Year started out at 

Kearsarge on January 4. After giving 
everyone on the roster plenty of playing 
time in the fi rst half, Andover came out 
in the third quarter with a very strong 
line-up. They took care of business by 
stretching a one-point halftime lead to a 
23-point lead by the end of the third pe-
riod. The bench then came back in and 
did a wonderful job of fi nishing off the 
game with a 40-10 win over Kearsarge. 

The HSH awards went to Katie 
Smith for her confi dent drives to the 
hoop and her great work at the free 
throw line, and to Lizzie Rego for her 
great play on defense and her more 
consistent play in the post.

The Lady Eagles A-team played 
Belmont on January 5, winning their 
game 43-12. The HSH awards went to 
Krystin Corliss and Katie Haley. They 
played again on January 13 against 
Newfound, winning with a fi nal score 
of 33-28. The HSH awards went to 
Krystin Corliss and Hannah Frantz  

Andover traveled to Winnisquam on 
January 18 and kept the ball rolling in 
the right direction, handling the Bears 
with relative ease and winning by a fi -
nal score of 41-19. 

The HSH awards for the game went 
to Becca McGovern who played well in 
the back of the press, picking off several 
passes and quickly turning them into 
fast-break opportunities, and to Katie 
Haley who has adjusted well to her new 
position in the 2-3 zone and is now pres-
suring the point guard and releasing on 
every opportunity to lead the break.

The Lady Eagles A-team performed 
admirably on January 20, defending their 
home turf versus a tough Franklin team. 
After jumping out to a quick 10-point 
lead in the fi rst quarter, Andover worked 
hard to hold off a pair of strong comeback 
attempts by Franklin to win 39-27. 

The HSH awards went to Hannah 

Frantz for her hard work on the boards, 
constantly battling for inside position 
and pulling down several big rebounds; 
and to Krystin Corliss for her relentless 
defense and constant push on offense, 
keeping the team running on offense 
and hitting her open teammates with 
some quality passes.
Girls B-Team

The fi rst game of the season for the 
Girls B-team on January 4 proved to be 
a challenge as they lost to an overpow-
ering Kearsarge team. 

The HSH awards went to Amanda 
Brule for giving 150% on the court and 
never giving up, and to the entire team 
for playing with increased intensity for 
the second half of the game. Given the 
circumstances, it would have been easy 
to give up, but instead they played hard-
er. Well done!

The Girls B-team won their fi rst 
game on January 10 with a score of 46-
27 against Laconia Christian. The team 
played well, with everyone doing their 
part. 

The HSH awards went to Jenn Con-
nor, who played a very aggressive game 
while managing to stay out of foul 
trouble and boosting the team by scor-
ing an amazing 20 points, and to Amy 
Lamos for showing excellent improve-
ment in her play. She played a great 
overall game and was especially strong 
on defense. Her progress shows she has 
great potential, and the team hopes to 
continue to benefi t from it.

The Girls B-team suffered a 39-10 
loss to a strong Kearsarge team on Janu-
ary 13. The team play was inconsistent, 
looking fl at at times along with aggres-
sive and gutsy play like that witnessed 
after half time. 

The HSH awards went to Elizabeth 
Stearns for taking coaching sugges-
tions and putting them into play on the 
court and for giving 100% throughout 
the game, and to Emily Laro for fi nding 
ways to penetrate a tough Kearsarge de-
fense and put some points on the board.

The Girls B-team lost 15-29 on Janu-
ary 19 to Winnisquam. The girls were 

badly outscored the fi rst two quarters 
while they struggled to fi nd their game. 
During the second half, the girls found 
their game and played beautifully. 

HSH awards went to Megan Coll for 
awesome rebounding and tough defense 
and to Haley Peters for showing great 
improvement. She played aggressive 
defense and gave 100% on offense.
Boys A-Team

The Andover Boys A-team put on 
a quality performance on December 
13 but was unable to get their running 
game going, falling to Barnstead 44-39. 
HSH awards went to Devon Levesque 
and Jim Hanlon.

The Boys A-team faired well with a 
win of 32-16 over Plainfi eld on Decem-
ber 17. HSH awards went to Lucas Mc-
Govern and Curtis Blodgett.

On December 21 the Boys A-team 
played hard against Winnisquam but 
lost 55-26. The team could not over-
come Winnisquam’s large lead despite 
a good second half effort. HSH awards 
went to David Sell and Adam Smith.

January 4 brought a defeat for the 
Boys A-team in a close, hard-fought game 
against Kearsarge. HSH awards were giv-
en to Curtis Blodgett and David Sell.

The Boys A-team played at Belmont 
on January 5. While they played well 
against a much larger Belmont team, 
they came up short, losing 47-35. Lucas 
McGovern and Devon Levesque once 
again received the HSH awards.

On January 18 the Boys A-team beat 
Winnisquam 40-25. HSH awards went to 
Lucas McGovern and Jim Hanlon.

The size and strength of Franklin’s 
team brought a 22-54 loss for Andover’s 
A-team on January 20. The team is now 
two and four on the season. HSH awards 
went to Josh Wagner and Josh Bond.
Boys B-Team

The Boys B-team played their fi rst 
game of the season against Kearsarge 
on January 4. They lost, but played a 
good second half. The HSH award went 
to Greg Hewitt.

They won a thrilling game on January 

Middle School Basketball: 
Heart, Sportsmanship, & Hustle

See Heart  on page 21

Girls B-Team. Back (l-r): Mariah Haley, Stephanie Nelson, Brianne Gra-
ham, Jennifer Connor, Amy Lamos. Front (l-r): Haley Peters, Elizabeth 
Stearns, Amanda Brule, Abigail Lance, Tenzin Dickinson, Emily Laro.
 Photo by Ben Severance

Boys B-Team. Back (l-r): Josh Bond, Adam Smith, Curtis Blodgett, Josh 
Wagner, Coach Tom Frantz. Front (l-r): Tyler Waine, Michael Donovan, 
Nick Waine, Greg Hewitt. Photo by Ben Severance
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Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

Visit us at our 
new location in 
COLONIAL 

PLACE
Newport Road
New London
526-6938

Mon-Sat 9:30 to 6
Sundays 11 to 4

young 
horizons
toy company

New London Opticians 
3 COLONIAL PLACE

New London Shopping Center
PO BOX 970

NEW LONDON NH 03257

Leonard G. Fish
LICENSED OPTICIAN

Elizabeth S. Fish
REGISTERED OPTICIAN

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

EYE EXAMS BY APPOINTMENT
603 526-6990

By Mike Silverstein
Phys. Ed. Teacher, AE/MS

The HNH Foundation has put the 
ball in Andover’s court when it comes 
to childhood obesity. Don’t let this op-
portunity get away. Get in the game and 
help Andover score!

The results of a recent study shows 
the rates of obesity in New Hampshire’s 
children are signifi cantly higher than the 
national average. The HNH Foundation 
has recently awarded grants to help raise 

By Tom Frantz
Andover Recreation Committee

It’s the middle of winter and while 
that may mean snow and skiing and 
shredding to many, it also means that 
the basketball season is underway in 
Andover for boys and girls in grades 
three through six. 

The Andover boys and girls play in 
the Quad Valley league against teams 
from Sunapee and New London. There 
is one team each for girls and boys in 
grades three and four, one girls’ team 
for grades fi ve and six, and two boys’ 
teams for grades fi ve and six. In total, 
over 40 boys and girls from Andover 
participate in the league. 

The grades three and four girls’ A-1 
team is coached by Amy Levesque and 
Chance Smith. The girls lost in a close 
game on January 8 and won on Janu-
ary 15. They play all games at home in 
February with a game on February 5 at 
9:45 AM and on February 12 at 12:15 
PM. They fi nish the regular season on 
February 19 at 9:45 AM.

Ed Dansereau, Carolyn Dansereau, 
and Dave Powers coach the grades three 
and four boys’ A-2 team. The team 
played well and won their fi rst game 
against Newbury 29-19 on January 8. 
They lost on January 15 in a thrilling 
game against Kearsarge with a shot at 
the buzzer that just missed, ending with 
a fi nal score of 24-23. Their third game 
on January 22 also ended in a loss to 
Sunapee, 26-24. 

Their February schedule includes all 
home games. The game on February 
5 starts at 11 AM, on February 12 the 
start time is 1:30 PM, and on February 
19 the game starts at 8:30 AM.

The grades fi ve and six girls’ A-3 
team, coached by Melissa Thompson 
and Steve Nelson, won their fi rst game 
on January 8 against Kearsarge’s K-11 
team 48-6. On January 15 they won 
again by a very large margin, 55-7 
against Kearsarge’s K-10 team. January 
22 brought about yet another win with a 
fi nal score of 32-16 over Sunapee. 

On February 12 they play at home 
at 11 AM and on February 19 the girls 

fi nish their regular season with a game 
in Sunapee at 11 AM.

One grade fi ve and six boys’ team, 
known as the White team or A-4, is 
coached by Mike Vercellotti. The oth-
er is the Blue team, or A-5, coached 
by Tom Frantz. These two teams 
started their season on January 8 with 
a game against each other. The Blue 
team defeated the White team in a 
close game. 

Coach Vercellotti’s A-4 team played 
Sunapee on January 15 and lost 18-10. 
They played again on January 22 and 
lost 41-19 against Kearsarge. The A-4 
team plays at home on February 5 at 
8:30 AM, travels to Sunapee for a game 
at 1:30 PM on February 12 and fi nishes 
the regular season at home on February 
19 at 11 AM.

The grades fi ve and six boys’ Blue 
A-5 team continued their season with 
a 37-13 loss against Kearsarge K-14 on 
January 15. Their game on January 22 
ended with a win over Sunapee S-7 in a 
fi nal score of 29-28. They play at home 
at 9 AM on February 12. Their regular 
season fi nishes at home on February 19 
at 12:15 PM.

After the regular season ends, each 
team participates in a double-elimi-
nation tournament which is usually 
held during the fi rst two weekends 
of March. Although the tournament 
schedules have not been fi nished, the 
grades three and four girls will play 
their tournament at home, while the 
grades three and four boys and grades 
fi ve and six girls play their tourna-
ments at the Kearsarge Regional Mid-
dle School in New London. 

For the past two years the 
Andover grades fi ve and six girls’ 
teams have won the tournament. 
Sunapee hosts the grades fi ve and 
six boys’ tournament.

All our basketball players have 
worked very hard and played very 
well throughout the fi rst half of the 
season. Their coaches predict that this 
will continue and the second half will 
be just as much fun and just as excit-
ing as the fi rst.

10 against Laconia Christian. After losing 
the lead, the team came back and won 29-
27 with Adam Smith hitting the winning 
shot with less than 20 seconds remaining 
in the game. HSH awards went to Adam 
Smith and Josh Wagner.

On January 13 Andover lost to 
Kearsarge 35-10. They played good de-
fense throughout the game. The HSH 
award went to Curtis Blodgett.

The Winnisquam B team beat the 
Andover B-team on January 19 by 29-
11. Andover held a small halftime lead 
before Winnisquam pulled away in the 
third quarter. Josh Wagner and Adam 
Smith played well for Andover, with both 
earning the HSH awards for the game.

the public’s awareness of this issue. 
AE/MS has been awarded one of 

those grants. We plan to use this money 
to make sustainable healthy choices by 
increasing opportunities for and remov-
ing barriers to regular physical activity 
and healthy eating in the school setting. 

This will help students get on the 
right track, but many of us know from 
experience that obesity is a heavy prob-
lem, especially for kids, and will require 
a more comprehensive solution. 

This grant has given Andover a 
wake-up call, and now we need to an-
swer it! We have been fi tness-testing 
students (as required by the grant) and 
we will fi tness test again to see if the 
students are making any progress in 
their fi tness levels. 

Initial testing has shown a large 
number of students are not meeting the 
healthy fi tness levels in one or more of 
the four tests given. In the next month, 
we will send home the results of the 
tests with suggestions and ideas on how 
to take an undesirable test result and 
make it better. 

Improving the fi tness test results will 
require hard work and creativity among 
families who take on this challenge. Will 
the Andover community take the neces-
sary steps to help their children beat obe-
sity? We hope the answer is “Yes!”

Will Andover Help Its 
Kids Beat Obesity?

Andover Rec Committee 
Basketball In Full Swing

Heart  from page 20

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted
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Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes 
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies & 

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot 
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte 
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf 

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas 
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 9

Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 10
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Former AE/MS 
Teacher Named 
NH Teacher Of 
The Year

THINGS YOU 
GIVE UP

When You Talk Real Estate
With RICHARD
• Worry
• Fear
• Neglect
• Stress

• Delays
• Excuses
• High
    Pressure

Call the hard-working 
nice guy!

Richard Beckford
735-5444

• Choose a bin to suit your needs. 
(You will need about one square 
foot of surface area for each pound 
of food waste a week.)

• Drill two rows of holes, not too big, 
about two inches apart around the 
top of the bin for fresh air.

• Dampen shredded newspaper, mix 
it with a few large handfuls of soil 
and place it in the bin  about six to 
eight inches deep.

• Put your worms in your bin, add 
some garbage, and cover it with 
more newspaper. (We also cover 
the newspaper with a piece of 
corrugated cardboard, to ensure a 
dark, damp environment.)

• Put the bin cover on and store in 
your basement, heated garage, or 
under your sink.

Red wigglers, unlike earthworms, 
can't be left outside in the cold. They do 
best in 50-degree to 80-degree environ-
ments. Your worms' population will adjust 
to whatever space and food you provide. 
Don't worry, they won't try to escape.

Other hints for happy worming:
• Cut your fruit and veggie garbage 

into smaller pieces. This helps the 
worms enjoy their fresh food feasts. 

• Be sure the bedding is moist (not 
dripping) because worms need wa-
ter, too, and they absorb it through 
their bodies. 

• If the food isn't gone within a 
few days, your worms are either 

that the bullying will be stopped. Be a 
good role model within your own rela-
tionships with relatives and neighbors, 
and in handling your anger with others. 
Often we as adults name-call and make 
put-downs without realizing that this 
gives the message to our children that it 
is acceptable behavior.

As part of our Parent Education Se-
ries at AE/MS, we will be looking at the 
issue of bullying in a presentation later 
this year. Look for more information on 
this in the future.

dieting, or you're giving them too 
much. Too much food may cause 
an odor. Happy worms don't smell. 

• Worms are healthy eaters. No 
meat, bones, oils, fats, vinegar, or 
chemical-laden food. 

• No dog or cat wastes. Yuck! 
• Go easy on acidic foods like or-

ange peels and tomatoes. 
• If you see other little creatures in 

the bin, don't be alarmed. They're 
good helpers in the decomposing 
process.

There are many great reasons to 
keep worms, but if you ask these fourth 
graders, "Why worms?" here are some 
responses:

 "They're not picky eaters."
 "You'll save room in your trash."
 "They're automatic garbage dispos-

als that don't use electricity."
 "You can go fi shing with them."
 "They don't need a litter box."
So, if you eat a lot of vegetables but 

don't always fi nish them; if you like 
squiggly, slimy things that you can get 
your hands dirty with; and if you want 
to put your garbage to work for you, 
then you need a worm bin. We have 
some extra worms to share with a few 
good homes.

To learn more about vermiculture, 
look for the wonderful resource Worms 
Eat My Garbage, by Mary Applehof. 
She also has a Web site with more 
wormy info at HappyDRanch.com.

Names  from page 24

Worms  from page 24

Randy Wormald, a mathematics 
teacher at Belmont High School and for-
mer Andover Elementary/Middle School 
math teacher, has been chosen as the 2005 
New Hampshire Teacher of the Year.

“This national and statewide award 
builds community awareness of our 
state’s fi nest educators, while providing 
positive messages about the teaching 
profession. The Department of Educa-
tion hopes that by recognizing the state’s 
many excellent educators, more people 
will consider a career in education, and 
local communities will invest enough re-
sources to attract the highest caliber pro-
fessionals. Mr. Wormald represents the 
high quality educators we have in this 
state. It is only with such educators that 
our children will learn the skills so nec-
essary to succeed,” said Commissioner 
of Education Nicholas C. Donohue.

Randy, who is known as “Worm” at 
his schools, has taught at both the middle 
and high schools in Belmont, and he was 
a contributing member of the academic 
strategic planning committee for the 
school district. He is co-coach of the math 
team and co-advisor for the class of 2005.

Shari Lemeris, middle school Lan-
guage Arts teacher at AE/MS, re-
members Randy fondly. “Randy was 
an enthusiastic and wonderful teacher. 
Working with Randy was always an 
adventure. He was inventive in his ap-
proach to education and defi nitely made 
learning fun for his students.  He is one 
of those teachers that students will al-
ways remember,” said Shari

Randy also left a lasting impression 
on Gretchen Hildebrand, second grade 
teacher at AE/MS. “Randy worked over-
time to reach all students. He even had 
math work sessions at 6:30 in the morn-
ing on test days. Randy was engaging, 
friendly, happy, hardworking, and well-
liked. You never knew how he would 
come to school dressed. He might come 
in a toga and teach Pythagoras’ Theorem, 
or he might come dressed in a tuxedo or 
surfer shorts!” recalled Gretchen.

For the 1999-2000 school year, Ran-
dy and his wife Jodi taught in Taichung, 
Taiwan. “Having taught math and com-
puter education in New Hampshire, the 
Virgin Islands, and Taiwan, I’ve seen 
that all kids share the same qualities. 
Children want to learn and the same 
things get them hooked.” Wormald said. 
“An element of competition - either in-
ternal or external - hands-on learning, 
and excitement are the keys to success 
when teaching children of any age.”

Charline Brown, fi fth grade teacher at 
Danbury Elementary, was also a fi nalist 
in the 2005 New Hampshire Teacher of 
the Year program. Gretchen Hildebrand 
was a fi nalist for New Hampshire Teach-
er of the Year in 2003, and she has been 
nominated again for 2006.

Randy Wormald, 2005 New Hamp-
shire Teacher of the Year, jokes with 
some of his geometry students.

The Andover Elementary/Middle 
School PTO is sponsoring a Family 
Barn Dance on February 17. The popu-
lar Two Fiddles team – Dudley and Jac-
queline Laufman – will play fi ddles and 
call dances to brighten the spirits and 
drive the doldrums away. 

The Laufmans will spend the day at 
AE/MS teaching some basic dances, 
like the Virginia Reel, to students in 
grades two, three, and four. At 6:30 that 
evening all students and families and 
the Andover community are invited 
back for dancing. No prior dancing ex-
perience is necessary! 

A pot luck dinner will be held prior 
to the dancing. Call Jane Slayton at AE/
MS (735-5494) for more information.

Family Barn Dance

S u b s c r i b e !
For a minimum donation of $25 you 
can have the Beacon mailed any-

where, even to a seasonal address.
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Middle School Skit Club Performs

AE/MS Students Call In To NHPR

Eighth Graders Plan Montreal Trip

By Stephanie Peters
AE/MS Grade 5 Teacher

Mrs. Schultz and Mrs. Peters have 
started a Middle School Skit Club which 
meets weekly after school. This club is 
held in a relaxed manner, with an em-
phasis on fun, creativity, and teamwork.

The students work on acting skills; 
memorizing and rehearsing materials 
for short plays and skits; team-build-
ing skills; as well as improvisations and 
games related to acting.

The skit they are preparing for the fi rst 
grade classes is called “The Three Wish-
es.” It is a humorous English folk tale with 

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

In late May 2005, the members of the 
Andover Middle School eighth grade 
class will travel to Montreal to practice 
their French language skills and spend 
time together as a group before gradua-
tion and moving on to high school. 

While in Montreal, students and 
Andover Middle School staff members 
will visit many places under the di-
rection of their own tour guide. Their 
guided tour will include the St. Law-
rence Seaway, McGill University, Notre 
Dame Church and many other sites. 
Dining will be in French restaurants. 

Students will also view a fi lm at the 
Montreal Imax. Before returning to 
Andover they will also spend an after-
noon at LaRonde Amusement Park with 
full use of all rides and attractions. 

The Montreal trip will complement 
the French classes the students have had 
at Andover Middle School for the past 

Andover Middle School Skit Club - Front: Canon Brownell, Katie Levesque. 
Back (l to r): Jessica George, Bridget O’Mara, Steele Henderson, India 
Hurd, and Haley Peters. Photo by Gretchen Hildebrand

the moral of the story being - Be careful 
what you wish for! Performances are in 
early February. After that the club mem-
bers will focus on improving their acting 
skills through improvisational activities.

The current group of middle school stu-
dents involved have formed a friendship 
and are enjoying the chance to express their 
creativity. Any students in the fi fth through 
eighth grades who wish to participate may 
contact Mrs. Schultz or Mrs. Peters.

The Middle School Skit Club meets 
on Mondays from 2:45 to 4:15 and 
welcomes students to join at any time 
throughout the school year.

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

On January 5, outgoing New Hamp-
shire Commissioner of Education Nicholas 
Donahue was a guest on “The Exchange” 
on New Hampshire Public Radio. Dur-
ing the interview with host Laura Knoy, 
listeners were encouraged to call in with 
questions or comments. Andover stu-
dents took advantage of this opportunity 
to publicly thank Commissioner Donahue 
for all that was accomplished at Andover 
Elementary / Middle School through the 
Best Schools Initiative.

 Eighth grade student John Bridgmon 
and seventh grade student Greg Hewitt 
thanked Commissioner Donahue and 
talked about achievements in Andover. 
Commissioner Donahue was apprecia-
tive of the call and went on to say that 
this is an example of giving students a 
“voice” in their education.

 Commissioner Donahues’ interview 
on “The Exchange” can still be heard by 

By Amanda Lauster
Reading Coordinator, AE/MS

February 7 through 11 is Reading 
Week in Andover Elementary/Middle 
School. Students will be doing a variety 
of reading activities with a fi sh theme. 
This week will be about getting students 
in all grades to be excited about reading. 

Students will be “reeled into” reading 
by teachers, dressed as fi shermen, who 
will burst into the classroom to have stu-
dents start reading immediately. 

Fish Tank Frenzy will have students 
reading nightly books (or chapters from 
longer books) and putting the titles on con-
struction paper fi sh. These fi sh will be put 
in a large fi sh tank and there will be daily 
lottery-style drawings for fun prizes. 

There will also be nighttime activi-
ties that families can work on together.

Reading Week will peak with Book 
Night on Thursday, February 10, from 
6:30 to 8 PM. There will be fi shing dem-
onstrations, word games, and a special 
guest reader to end the evening. 

On Book Night the PTO will of-
fer dinner, for a nominal price, served 
at the Flying Fish Cafe (a.k.a. the AE/
MS cafeteria) from 6 to 7 PM. Dinner 

The Andover Best Schools Student 
Leadership Team and the Teen Leader-
ship Community Service (TLC) group 
coordinated efforts and held the fi rst in a 
series of fundraising initiatives to help the 
victims of the recent Asian tsunami. 

The student leadership groups held an 
assembly to educate other students about 
the tsunami and to enlist their support in 
helping victims rebuild. After a presen-
tation, students came forward with coins 
to share. Receptacles were then distrib-
uted to all classrooms to continue coin 
collecting through mid-February. 

Classes have even started friendly 
competitions with each other to raise 
the most money. Mrs. Peters’ fi fth grade 
class held a bake sale and donated their 
profi ts toward the cause.

three years. Mademoiselles Viandier and 
DiGraeve have provided French instruc-
tion to provide students with some expo-
sure to a foreign language before going to 
high school. Mrs. Gisela Darling has also 
offered extracurricular German classes to 
Andover students for many years. Maybe 
a trip to Germany is in the future!

Many students will continue with 
French classes after leaving Andover 
Middle School, while others may choose 
different languages. Students attending 
Merrimack Valley High School may 
choose from a variety of languages. 
Those languages include French, Span-
ish, and German. 

The Montreal trip is funded com-
pletely through student fundraising and 
family contributions. The more money 
generated through fundraising, the 
less money each family must contrib-
ute. Students are currently selling solid 
chocolate bunnies for Easter and carna-
tions for Valentine’s Day. 

going online to NHPR.org and access-
ing the program through the archives.

 Andover had two Best Schools 
Teams at one time, an adult team and 
a student team. The students continue 
to meet and address the needs of the 
school, although the funding from the 
state of New Hampshire that support-
ed the Best Schools Initiative has been 
gone for several years now.

 The Best Schools Initiative began 
during the tenure of Governor Jeanne 
Shaheen and the primary goal was to 
increase student learning and achieve-
ment. The rationale was that student 
performance is the critical indicator of 
school success and must be the ultimate 
goal of any school improvement effort.

Getting Hooked On Books
will include grilled cheese sandwiches, 
tomato soup with goldfi sh, celery and 
carrot sticks, chili, milk, water, and 
cupcakes with Swedish fi sh for dessert. 

This event is sponsored by the Title 
I Reading Program. All students and 
their families are welcome to attend.

Coins For Tsunami Aid

Ce l e b r a t e !
The Beacon needs your help gathering 
news of births, marriages, honors, and 
other notable events. Call 735-6099.
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Mark Your
Calendar!
Feb 3 – Proof, Proctor’s Black Box 
Theatre, 7, Reservations 724-0822

Feb 3 – Kearsarge Masonic Lodge 
Meeting, Potter Place, 7:30

Feb 4 – Proof, Proctor’s Black Box 
Theatre, 7, Reservations 724-0822

Feb 5 – Quilt Documentation Day, 
The Constant Quilter, 9:30 to 3:30

Feb 5 – Proof, Proctor’s Black Box 
Theatre, 7, Reservations 724-0822

Feb 6 – Andover Outing Club’s Bill 
Koch League Sprint, Blackwater Ski 
Area, Registration at 9, Race at 10

Feb 6 – Oxbow 4-H, Trumble Pond, 
Warner, 1

Feb 7 – Board of Selectmen, 7

Feb 8 – Public Hearing on MVHS 
School Budget, MVHS, 7

Feb 8 – Planning Board, 7

Feb 9 – Andover Service Club, Pot-
ter Place, 10

Feb 9 – Conservation Commission, 
Town Hall, 7:30

Feb 10 – AE/MS Book Night & Din-
ner, 6 to 8

Feb 12 – Masons’ Pancake Break-
fast, Potter Place, 6:30 to 9:30

Feb 13 – Hungarian-Themed Lunch 
and Program, Stone Chapel, Noon, 
Reservations 526-4155

Feb 14 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30

Feb 14 – Snowmobile Club, AE/MS, 7

Feb 15 – Zoning Board Of Adjust-
ment, Town Hall, 7:30

Feb 17 – AE/MS PTO Pot Luck 
Dinner & Family Barn Dance, 6:30

Feb 19 – Andover Fish & Game 
Kids’ Ice Fishing Derby, Elbow 
Pond, 9 to 12:30

Feb 19 – Andover Snowmobile Club’s 
Highland Lake SnoFest, 9 to 2

Feb 21 – Board of Selectmen, 7

Feb 22 – Planning Board, 7

Feb 22 – Andover Fish & Game, 
East Andover clubhouse, 7:30

Feb 24 – Parent Breakfast, AE/MS

Feb 26 – Andover One Wheelers 
distribute 2004 Town Report at Lake 
Sunapee Bank & East Andover PO

Feb 28 – Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30

Feb 28 – Master Plan Committee, 
Town Hall, 7

Mar 7 – Andover School District 
Meeting, AE/MS, 7

Mar 7 – Andover Village District 
Annual Meeting, Town Hall, 7

Mar 8 – VOTE! - AE/MS, 11:30 to 7:30

Mar 8 – Andover Town Meeting, 
AE/MS, 7:30

Mar 15 – East Andover Fire Pre-
cinct Annual Meeting, EAFD, 7:30

Mar 16 – Andover Fire District An-
nual Meeting, AFD, 7:30

By Elizabeth Lamb
Proctor Academy ’05

Proctor Academy offers a unique op-
portunity to theatre students during the 
winter term. Serious theatre students may 
elect to direct a full length play during 
their senior year. This year two Proctor 
students from Andover, Jamie Thomp-
son and Elizabeth Lamb, are directing 
Proof in Proctor’s Black Box Theatre. 

Winner of the 2001 Pulitzer Prize, 
Proof is about the struggle of Cath-
erine, 25, to prove to her sister Claire 
and boyfriend Hal that she has not in-
herited her mother’s schizophrenia. She 
did, however, inherit her mother’s talent 

in mathematics. She must prove that she 
wrote an amazing math proof, and that 
she is not mentally ill. 

Proof is a four-person play, and has 
never been done in a high school un-
til now. Everything from the set to the 
costumes and lights are being done by 
students. 

Proof is going up Wednesday 
through Saturday, February 2 through 
5, at 7 PM. Admission is free, though 
reservations are required. Dona-
tions to the Proctor Academy Drama 
Department are welcome. For res-
ervations call 724-0822 or e-mail 
thompsonj@proctornet.com. 

Andover Students Direct Prize-Winning Play

Lauren Harris (l) and Elizabeth Lamb 
rehearse a scene from Proof.

By Susan Schultz
AE/MS School Counselor

This year the week of January 24 
was designated as “No Name Calling 
Week” by the No Name Calling Week 
Coalition (NoNameCallingWeek.org). 
Verbal harassment and bullying is a 
problem in our schools nationwide, and 
this project is a way to increase aware-
ness of the issue and to educate both 
adults and children as to what harass-
ment is and what we can do about it.

While a recent study conducted by 
Professor Bill Preble of Main Street 
Academix showed that bullying is not 
widespread at AE/MS, it still does oc-
cur. To celebrate “No Name Calling 
Week,” a contest was held both nation-
ally and at AE/MS. While our students 
did not place in the national contest, we 
had many wonderful entries.

For our school-wide competition, 
grades K-3 were invited to enter a post-
er contest, showing why bullying or 
name-calling is harmful or what they 
think should be done to stop it. Grades 
4-8 were encouraged to enter a poem 
or short essay telling about a time they 
were bullied or were a witness to bully-
ing, or what they feel should be done to 
address this problem. 

The following students had winning 
entries: Austen Marceau, Riley Ander-
son, Alicia Barry, Aaron Smith, Brian 
O’Mara, Emma Walker, Maddy Pfeifer, 
and Bridget O’Mara. Congratulations!

In addition to the contest, School 
Counselor Susan Schultz and Health 
Educator Heather Hill showed educa-
tional videos or did other activities in a 
number of classrooms. These presenta-
tions focused on defi ning the different 
types of harassment and bullying and 
teaching children ways to stop bully-
ing. Discussions focused on how bully-
ing can make a person feel, why people 
bully others, how to be assertive or get 
help, and how bystanders can be part of 
the solution.

Parents can help their children by 
keeping an open dialog about what is 
happening in school and with friends. 
Learn the warning signs of being bul-
lied at SafeYouth.org and FamilyEduca-
tion.com. Support your child and enlist 
the help of school personnel to ensure 

By Shrief Elmasry, Amber French, 
Marissa Laro, and Kristi Perreault
AE/MS 4F Students

Although the snow-covered ground 
is frozen, and the earthworms are tun-
neled deep awaiting the spring thaw, 
there are hundreds of wiggly, squirmy 
redworms working year ’round inside 
our classroom. They are busy teaching 
curious children about the art of com-
posting, recycling, and more.

Red wigglers! Natural recyclers, they 
multiply and create rich compost from 
fruit and vegetable garbage. They de-
vour our banana peels, apple cores, car-
rot sticks, tea, coffee grounds, and other 
fruit and veggie delights just too yummy 
to waste. In exchange for all that food, 
they treat us to “vermicompost,” a mix-
ture of worm castings and organic mate-
rial high in nutrients, which will feed our 
plants and spring gardens.

Keeping worms is very easy, eco-
nomical, rewarding, and environmen-
tally sound. But most of all, it’s fun! 

Our red wigglers are fourth or fi fth 
generation wigglers. They are de-
scendants of wigglers brought to New 
Hampshire from Oregon four years ago. 
They have multiplied enough to provide 
worm bins for more than 25 households 
around Andover. Now that’s a lot of 
compost! Just think how much garbage 
has been kept out of the waste stream.

Worm hotels and condominiums are 
available for purchase if you want to 
spend a lot of money. But worms aren’t 
fussy. All they need is an enclosed, 
dark, damp space; bedding; oxygen; 
and garbage. All you need to start is a 
plastic storage bin, shredded newspa-
per, a little soil , and some red wigglers. 
Here’s what to do:

Andover’s Got Worms!
Kristi Perreault, Marissa Laro open a worm hotel. Photo by Gail Fitzpatrick

“No Name Calling 
Week” At AE/MS

See Worms  on page 22 See Names  on page 22
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